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J7 3 is, as the Praflice, fa.the ] of of 

Scribe which 5s inſtructed to the Kinggoz 
_ of Goda, to bring forth things both New: 4 id 
Old. The Law muſt ve preached, inaſmuch ny 
thereby + # the Knowledge of Sin, without whis 
' omen Will never be. auly ſen ſible of their, ate g 
of Chriſt. | - But 3t is the Goſpel ( «nd nor , 
Law- ) which 6s the word of Faith. ' Sinners ©. 
will never come to Chriſt except they be perſwad=" 3 
ed of His Ability and Willingneſs to F ve\. 1 
This the Goſpel doth. make known, as al 0-chat; 
the gracious God 1s ready for, His fake 


to pardon all thoſe that truly, : repent), 
ſins are as «Scarlet, though they \ 


rimſon. The Holy Spirit doth, fomee 
Kouraging ſometimes aWaknibg, Ga 
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\waken unto Repentance | than - [cripits. 5; hee 1H 
bout the great DAY of JUDGMENT, and © 
the Tupnjte” Danger which s. in mens. Delay- 


| iy their Converſion. 4 late Writer ſaith 
' that he had enquired of ſome wizdſe Miniſtry 
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' bad been eminently bleſſed as to Convertin 
* work; and They aſſured him, that they fonn 
greater ſucceſs in preaching about the Dans 
3: of Deſerring Repentance, than in their 
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es - There are Tho ſands in | the world better than 
FP "an, Whoſe Opportunities for Service are ta. 
br " ken from them : If a great door and eff ctuel 
| is as yet opeired fo me, all that kuuw my Cir« 
of  Cumſtances will jay T ou ht to thank God, and | 
ol the world, I tnuſt avd do ( not altoges ' 
* "ther withouy ſhame and Sorrow for my want of |; 
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as one Line of it, not h; N ny more hand 

in the Compoſure of it thin” the Ob ſrove, 
dimfelf had. 1 find in the Hiſtory of Sham fs 
ag pap: 16 that ſome of farr greater worth 
than 1 am have ſuffered KA likze avuſes. Be.” Fo 
Owen, Af. Baxter, Dr. Conant a” 
others had Freafſonable Letters impoſed - « 
them by wicked men, Who am 1, that þ 
--” not bear ſuch wrongs With Patiente Fa 
_ TI have not publiſhed any thing fo " ; 3 
y Vindication , and it was it my Rpt _— 
2 to have doue it, but t0 havelefe. all 
to the Diſcoveries of the great DAY; 1 
in the mean time being mindful” of the. old q 
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And bim that cometh to me, 1 will is nd 
w3 ik caf out ; 


N this Chapter, we have the ſacred Story. 
of Chriſt's feeding five Thouſand mem - 
with five Loaves and two Fiſhes, together : 4 

with the Conſequents of that Miracle. One. ,"? 

Effect of it was, that many followed Chriſt! 

hoping that He would have Ted them again Th - 

a way extraordinary. The Lord Chriff did re-" 4 

prehend them for their vanity, in defiring to 3 

live an idle life, and then hoping; that. they: I 
ſhould be fed by Miracle. - He at{o took: Ocalt. 

on to exhort them to labour after meat... OF. 3 

their ſouls: He does therefore ſer : fo ch tes | 

excellency of f1 piritual bread. ſhewing ; x Ts V S > 
much. it does area the Manna . which the 
Guneva be Iſracl lived vPap.. Ne; NY I8- 


ts 7 

* 8 F 
© Wilderneſs: : fheren pon the Jews deſired thai 
they might alwayes feed upon that bread ver. 
34. 1htn ſaid they to Him, Lord evermore give $* 
#fv this bread. * is evident that they had cars ,,'. 
nal imaginations in their minds ſtill, dreaming 
_ of bread for their bodies, which might caule - 4 
- themto live a long time in this world. There- - || 
» fore in anſwer to that requeſt of theirs, the 
Lord Jeins Chriſt docs both inform and re- | 
_ them. = 
.. He informs them, What that Bread of | 
Iife which He ſpake of, is, and what it is to _ 
eat thereof, vz. that He Himſelt 1s that Bread, , | 
' and that to beleeve on Him, is to eat there- | 
of, VEr. 3» 
2, He reproveth them for their Unbelief, © 

. 36. But I ſay unto you, that you alſo. have 4 
| $4 wn and beleeve not , They had ſeen Chriſt 
|. . With bodily eyes, and they had ſeen his Aira- 
| eles/too; and yet they.had not ſeen Him with 
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an eye of Faith ; they did not cloſe with Him ©", 
as the true Meſſiah, as the Son of God, and Be 
the Saviour of the World. wh. " 


tia this +ale there are two things aſſerted; ; 
| ©. '1. The Reaſon why ſome that have:tlie.ont- 
x ward means - Faith, "= never Ts. 
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Bit if men be not giveri.to Chriſt, fet them 7 
hear never ſuch ſermons preached, nay,.. ths 
never ſuch Miracles ſhould e. wrought before 

;, their eyes, they will not beleeve. . _- - } 
2. Another thing aſſerted in this verſe, is, ? 

the great benefit which'does follow upon com= +. 

Ing to Chriſt, as in the words before us to in< 1 

{1ſt on; the meaning of which ntay be. ſpokent ; 
unto under the Dottrine from them, which is, 35 
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| Dot. That if any man, whoever he be, ſhalt 4 
, $naced come unto Jeſus Chriſt, He will in #o wiſe. 
THE © EE 
1 For the clearing of this Dottrine, .three 3 
things may be enquired into, © © 1? 
1. Whoare Comers unto Chriſt . ..- - 


C = 


2, What 1s imply'd in this expreſſion, that 
Chriſt will in no wiſe caft him out that Forte. = 2 
7. won 5 "72% es, 
| _.. 3: How it does appear that Chriſt will inf **4 
if ho wiſe doe ſo. © 0 eye 03 


the Beleever. In the thirty fifth verſe of the 
Chapter, Chriſt faith He char comeh.3y-we ſhal 
-never hunger, and be that belicvith-gs motbals 
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are. various Metaphors whereby Faith is ſef 


forth in'the Scripture : There is the Eye of 


Faith, hence Beleeving is called a Looking on 


Chriſt Zech. 12. to. There. is the Ear of 


Faith, ſo Beleeving is called Hearing ; Hear 


and your ſouls ſhall live.” thers is the Mouth of 


Faith, thus Beleeving is expreſſed by that of 
eating Chriſt, Joh. 6. 57. He that eateth me 
ſhall live by me, Thete is the Hand of Faith, 
thence Beleeving is {tid to be a Receiving of 
Chriſt, Joh. x' 12. And there is the Foot of 
Faith, thence Beleeving o: Chriſt is ſaid to be a 
Going to bin 2nd Coming fo him: As 


_ VUnbehiefe is expreiiza by that of #ot coming to | 
Him 5v/. I. 49. Te will rot come to me that Jos 


meght have life. 1. t. you will not beleive. And 


* Upbeleif is ſaid to be a Departing from the 


Yord, Heb. 3. 12. ſo Faith is Coming to-Him; 


| Not a meer bodily Coming to Chriſt, for 


ſo. theſe. Capernairs and many others came 


* fothim, who had no true faith ; but a coming 


to him with the Soul. The Goſpel calls upon 
trien to-forſake all for Chriſt, he whoſe heart 
and ſoul does obey that Call is a true Believer. 


Particularly, 


I ; The Believer © onieth foC brift as the moſt 


excellent Perſon his ſoul can deſire. 1. Per 2. 7. 
To, you that believe He is precious. The Jews 
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in Chriſt-which his ſou! ſtands in need f, 


followed Chriſt for bits Ln and not thr bis 3 
Perſon, Joh. 6. 26. Notwithſtanding the Mira- 
cles done by Chriſt, which were enough to. 
COnTInce any one that he 1s the Son of God ; 
yet they Uid not beleeve Him to be fo, and 
therefore were not right Followers of him, or 


 Comers to Him - When God brings a man 


home tg Chrilt, He lets him ſee that ſurpeſiing 
Excellency in his Perſon, as to cauſe the {: "of 
to fall in love with Him, and to chooſe Chriſt 
rather than any other perſon. Cart... 9 
IO, 16, What 3s thy beloues 1078 then arothers 
beloved ? my beloved is the chiefeſt among ten 


. . thouſand, yea he is altogethcr lovely, This 1s 


the Language of the "Teal comer. to Chriſt . 


, | The beleevins foul ſeeth Chriſt to be a love- 
15 Chriſt indeed, and therefore cometh ro Him 


a5 bzing enamoured with Him. | Job. 6.. 40+ 
He int ſeeth the Son and beleeverb on him, Men 
muſt. {ce a beauty and excellency.in the Son of 
God, or they will not belegve on Him... 

2. The Beleever cometh to Chriſt for Saltns Wo 
tion. He ſeeth that Chriſt is in himſelf lovely ; 4 
and from that conſideration 'goeth*t5; Hi 4 
Moreover, he ſeeth all that life-and Salvati 


therefore cometh to Him. . It's true IE 45, was 
intzmated that in cloling with Chriſt, refpeck 


is. © Þ6 had to His Ferſon; aiit'not to His be. 
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Penefit only. NevertheleG a man_ in Coms 


Ing to. Chriſt may and ſhould have reſpett to 
his own Salvation . It is a very needlels {cru- 
ple which ſome have concerning their Com- 


| 10g toChriſt, as if it were not right, becauſe 


Dejrre of Salvation-puts them upon it ;, 1o It may 
be, and ſo it ſhould be. Chriſt Himſelf calls 
upon men from that very Conſideration to 
come unto Him, Jeb. 7. 37. If any man thirſt 
ger him come unto we and drink. A man may and 
ſhoald come to Chriſt that ſo he may drink, 
that he may from and by Chriſt receive the 
waters of life for his ſoul . The Believer co- 
Meth to Chriſt as to a Prieſt, who has by the 


- Sacrifice of h.jaſelf purchaſed life for every 


Comer ta him. He looketh tor Reconciliation 


with God only by the Sacrifice which Chriſt 
has offer'd "rang that end: Ee caſts his ſoul and 


all the eternal ons thereof, upon the Me+ 


-rit 'and M<cdiation of Jeſus Chriſt. He look- 
eth for all Acceptance with God, for the 


Pardon of ail ſins, for eternal life in another 
world, for the alone ſake of Chrift and His 


Rightcouſneſs: ; thus does he come to Him. 


3. The Beleever cometh to Chriſt to. be” In- 
Py Him. Unto this the words of - my 


Text have a peculiar reſpeft. He that coineth 
; LE ze -( faith Chit) he be that comerk ro 
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me to be my Scholar, my Diſciple, as clades as” 

ke is really willing to learn of me, will nor | 
turn him out of doors. When the woman of. | 
Samaria acquainted the Citizens that ſhe had 
met with one who told her all things that ev= 
er ſhe did, they went out of the City and came 


to Him. Thus 'tis with the Beleever ; he has 
heard report of Chriſt's being the preat Pro- 


phet of God, and therefore he cometh to Hint 
for inſtruCtion : he believes that Chriſt knowes 
the mind of God fully, and he is willing thas 
Chriſt ' ſhould reveal unto him whatever God 
would have him to beleeve or to practiſe inr 
order to Salvation. His foul thirſteth after 


the whollome waters of Truth, and he comes 


to: Chriſt that he may receive thereof. 7/a. 55+ 
't- This then is implyed in Coming to Chriſt ,. 
evena Cloſing with Him in- reſpe& of His 


prophctical Office, a being ſubject to "the Teaches | | 
ings of His Word and Spirit. "2 


4. A Beleever cometh to Chriſt to be eaſed by 
bim. Many are ready to declare their willing- 
neſs to have Chriſt to be their Saviour, who :} 
have no mind to have Him to'be their Ralerg 3 


They do not deſire to be under the-ſtrift and 4 


holy. Government of Chriſt , whereas true 
Faith implies a cloſing with Chriſt ig: reſpedt 
of his Kingly Office. Hence tis exprefſedvy th 


a" of 
le that eometh to Chriſt with an unfeigned 
defire to be His Servant, and a Reſolutian to 
comply with all His holy commands, is ſuch a 


Comer to Him. as He will in no wiſe caſt out. 
Luk, 6.46. Whoſoever cometh to me, and heareth 


Mmny Shy and doeth them. - Hence beleevers are 


Kyled the Servants of Chriſt. 1. Cor. 2. 22. 
Gel. I. 10. There 1s a Covenant between 
Chriſt and them, as there is a Covenant be- 
tween Maſter and Servant. Beleevers are 
under 2 Promiſe, yea, an Oath of Fidelity to 
Chriſt, to be His, and His only, and His for- 
ever. 


We proceed therefore to the ſecond Inquiry, 
P1Z. 


Queſt. 2. What is implyed in this Expreſſion, 
that _ will in 20 wiſe caft him aut that comes 


yo Him *? 
_ * Anſw. There is. more implyed than is plainly 
expreſſed i in theſe words, Tho the expreſlion is 
_ negative, yet politive Good is conteined there- 
in. In general when it is ſaid 1 will in no wiſe 
Faſt bim out, the meaning is, I will give him all 


the kind entertainment. which his foul can 


 defire. He ſhall have alt the Good ea « 
Diſciple of Chriſt can expett. 
More particularly, 
- He that comes 10 Chrift, the Lord Jeſus 


wilx CConclle him ro Gel, Vie undertaketh for 
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Lord. Pal. $4.11. It is a bleſſed thing to. be = 


_ Every one that cometh to Curifte as W 


Wo 


hos any man, for every man that ſhall come ta 


Him, to make his peace with God. Suppoſe 
2 ſinner to have been guilty of never ſo many 
Crimes and Provocations, if he' cometh to 
Chrift, He will bring him into God's Favour ; 
For He has by his death made Atonement for 
fins, and obtained Reconciliation for Sinners; | 
and whoever cometh to Him, has an Intereſt 
In all the Mercy purchaſed by His Death. And 
Chrift by his interceſiion does commend the 
Comer to Hin, unto the Favour of God. He 
faith before God the Father, This ſinner is 

one of them that I dyed for, and therefore do 
Thou for my fake forgive all hs Sins, and be 


| reconciled to his ſoul. 


2, If men come to C5r;j1, He will accept them 
rnder His Infirution. He "will not Tefule to 
admit them into His School, He will in no wiſe 
ſhut the doors of His Houſe againſt them in _ 
that reſpe&t. Therefore He faith, Come 50- 2} 
ne and learn. Mat. 11. 28, 29. They that _ 
come to Him, He will learn them. Chriſt 
ſpeaketh by David, ſaying, come - to 2, you 
Children, and 1 will teach you the fear of che 


received into Chriſt's School, to: become: the 
Diſciple of ſuch a Maſter, the Scholar..of fach 
a Teachor ; yet this b] iefledneſs. belongs to 
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Wiſtome A as Prov. 8. 32.  Hhake 
 #0'me O ye Children, - for bleſſed are they that keep 
my wgjes, hear InfiruSion and be wiſe, and refuſe 
it not, bleſſed i 1s the man that keareth me, watch- 
ing dayly ar my gates, waiting at the poſts, of my 
aoor75. They that come .to Chriſt with A ſin- 
cere deſire to be inſtrufted by Him, He will 
teach them all things which are needſul for 
them to know In order to Lite and Salyati- 
'ON- 1, Tow. XL. 20, 


3. If men come to Chriſt, He will take them 


ER His Proteftion, The y that have a true 


- FOefire to be His ſ{ubjcs, and to have their 
$ * fouls {ecured under the wings of His FOWers 
E.4:8t ſhall be fo. He will gather them under His 

i795, Mat. 23, 37. He will defend them a= 


gainſt the Birds of prey which ſeek to devour 
their fouls. When once a man is in the armes 
of Chriſt, his ſoul is ſafe for ever ; let Sin, 
_ Satan, Farth, Hel, do the worſt they Cale 
Hence Beleevers are ſaid to be preſerved in 
-Chriſi Jeſus} Jude. 1. As the Children of 
Iſrael having the bloud of the Paſchal Lamb 
ſprinkled over their doors, were preſerved, 

Shen the deftroying Angel killed the Egypri- 
mY fo they. that are in Chriſt, -are in Him 
preſerved from eternal deſtruftion, Chriſt 
582 Proteftor to them that reſort unto Him. 


_ When Aliather Fan ; to David, he ſaid.to 
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him, dbice tou with me, fea me, with ws 


thou ſhalt be in ſafeguard. 1. Sam. 22; 234 
They that fled to David were ſafe from the 
fury of Saul; fo they that come to Chriſt, 
are ſafe from the rage of Satan, who does per- 
{ecute their ſouls. OT OW A” Ps POOR 
A. They that come to Chriſt, He will mever 
eaſt them out of his favour, bat bring them ſafe to 
Heaven at laſt. Hence Chriſt does not only ſay, 
I will not caſt him out that comes to me, bnt F 
will ia no wiſedo it. In the Greek there ate 2:Ne- 


gatives , Caſt him out that comes to me *( ſaith 


Chriſt ) #0, I will zever -do it. Therefore 
He ſaith of his ſheep which hear his voice, and 
follow him, 1 will g:ve unto them eternal life, and 
they ſhall never periſh, Joh. 10. 28. Nothing 
can ever alienate his mind and heart, from 
themtho he ſeeth a great deal of weakneſs & 


. <1 +8 - 4h ta "0-1 F. 
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DI  - Rl by 
ObjeCtions againſt coming to Chriſt, to him will 
be give to eat of the tree of Life, which 13 in 


rhe midſt of the Paradiſe of God. 


Queſt. 3. Put how does it appear that Chriſt 
will in ao wiſe caſt him out that cometh to him ? 
Anſw. 1. If Chriſt ſhould caſt any oht that come 
zo bim, be ſhould aff contrary to the mill of 
his Father, whieh he never did, and we may 
beſure he never will do. If a man cometh to 
Chriſt, it is the Father that draweth him. 
| FYJoh. 6. 44 No man can come to me except the 
Father which hath ſent me draw him. Now if 
-- -when a ſoul cometh to Chriſt, he ſhould be re- 
jected by him, the Fattier would draw one 
way and Chriſt draw ancther way, which can 
not be, Chriſt ſpeaking to God the Father, 
faith, {hou and 7, we are one, Joh. 17.32. The 
Father, anc Chriſt as Mediatour are one in 
reſpet of Will and Deſign; they both wall 
and dehign the ſame thing. Therefore Chriſt 
himfelt does by this Argument prove that he 
will not caſt him out that cometh to him 
Wherefore in the next words he: ſayth, For 
1 came down from Heaven not to doe mine ows 


Wall, but the Will of bim that ſent me. and this 


is the Fathers Wl which bath ſent me, that of all 
which be hath gtuen me, 1 ſhould loſe nothing. 
If. Chriſt came into the world to do the 


Wall. 
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' Will of God, and this be the Will of God; 


that he ſhould not loſe ſo much as one of ther 
that are given to hint; we may conclude, *' 
that no Comer 70 him, ſhall be rejected by ' 


-nhim- 


'2. The Grace of the Lord Jeſus, the good- 


neſs of his nature 1s ſuch, as that he will 1 no 


wiſe caſt out them that come to him. Heis of a 


moſt gracious Diſpoſition, and therefore rea- 
dy to accept of returning finners Joel 2. 13- 


T urn \ye unto the Lord your God, for He is gram 
cions and merciful. Hence 1f the greateſt fin- 
ners in the world ſhould come unto the Lord 
Tefus with an heart really deſirous to be his 
Diſciples, he will not caſt them out. Paul 
before his Converſion had bin a Blaſphemer 66 


; a Perſecutor of Chriſt & his Church, aid ve- 


Ty injurious both to God and man, yer whetfr 

he was brought to ſubmit himſelf nato Chriſt, | 
and to ſay, Lord what wilt thou have 706 £949, 
the Lord would in no wiſe caſt him. out. whyt 
The Grace of our Lord( i. e. of our Lord | 
ſus Chriſt) was ex ceeding abundant. 1, Tum, 4 
T. 13. 14+. There is Grace and abriidagi = 
Grace, yga exceeding abundant Grace in the f 
Lord Jeſus. Therefore if any man come to Y 


 Nim , he will in no wiſe caſt him our: - 


3, Chriſt did never yet caſt out any thet carne. _ 
Him. We read of Many In Be So. chat 4 | 
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Weng n on-> . | 
cane to Chriſt for help and healing as to their | 
bodies, but ;we do not read of ſo much as ove | 
whom he would not have compaſiton on. In- 
deed he made as 1t he would have rejefted the |}: 
Woman of Canzan when ſhe came to him, but |.” 
He never intended it, only was willing to try || 
her Faith: And why was this? bur to let q 
us know that 1f men come to Chriſt with their + 
Jouls, they ſhall ſurely find acceptance with | 
him. Many have come to Chriſt, yea, many ' |. 
thouſands but he never rejefted any one of |! 
them; Tho ſome of them which came to Y 
Chriſt, were ſuch as one would have thought , || 
he would, never have given etitertainment tro, | 
having been the vileſt wretches in the world ; k 
yet wheti they came to Chriſt with a true de- ' | 
lire to be his Diſciples, he never did reject ſo Fo: 
much as oof them; therefore we may con- |. 
Llude- he never will do ſo. i; 


4. Chriſt dyed for thoſe that ſhall come to hint. 


| Therefore he will .in no wiſe caſt them ours |} 
If God has given to a wan a heart to come |. 


to Chriſt, he may .be ſure that Chriſt hath 
dyed for him. 5o#. 12. 32. And I, If 1 be lif- 
red tp, from the earth, will draw all mex unto me . 
If a ſoul be drawn to Chriſt, 'tis «certain that 
Chriſt was lifted up on the Croſs, thereto bleed 
& die for the falyation of that very foul.. And 
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”F ut | 
if Chriſt has loved him, ſo as to dye for hint; & 


he will never caſt him out. Sinners may look 
upon Chriſt dying on the Croſs, and fee him 


-, With his armes open, ready to embrace them. 


4 Chriſt does invite and call pon Sinners fo 
eve to 1m, If a man does invite another to 
coine to his houſe, will he thruſt him out of 
doors when he 4668 come? And ſhall we they 
think that the bleſſed Lord Jeſus will do co? | 
When he was on the earth, he did perſonally | 
Invite Sinners to come to him. Sce a glorious 
Scripture for this, Job. 7. 37. 1n the laſt day, 
the great day of the feaſt, Jeſus ſrood and cried, 


ſaying, if ij any man thirſt,let him come znto me and. 
drink, If «ny man ( faith Chriſt ) be he who 


he will, if any man defireth the waters of life 


For his Cond, let him come to me 'he ſhall be 4.4Y 


welcome. Chriſt was willing, that-all fhonlt 3 
know this ; therefore he went. into" "Uhie: Fem- - 4 
ple to proclaim-it, and that onthe feaſt; and 
on.the laſt day of the feaft, when there. .wis 


.the greateſt Concourſe of Peoples, and he flood q 


that he might be ſ{een of all, and, cr Yed, that, 
he- might be heard of all, Come -to-me;, 


{aith Chriſt, any man that has a Thirſt, 2dg- - © 


firs after Salvation. And now Chriſt is gone = 
ta Heaven. he .calls from har. Fempte, and 
bids $lagers cope to him, {Jep, 25, Sel oF 
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"_ " _ _ — 
ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh, for if they eſcaped 


amt who refuſed him that ſpake on earth, mack 
more ſhall nor we eſcape if we turn away from him 
that ſpeaketh from Heaven, He inviteth and 


calls Sinners to come to him by his written 
Word, the holy Scriptures willch are the Word 
of Chriſt. Therzin he fa yth, Look amo me 
and be ye ſaved, all ye « ws of the earth Iſai 455 
22. +Ihe Scriptures are a. gtacions Letter 
' which Chriſc has ſent k >m hear en, inviting 
who wall, to come to him, and be ſaved by 
him. And he concludeti; ihe letter with a 
- moſt ſweet and blefted invitation | to come to 
the waters of life. Kev. 22. 17. Chriſt alſo 
_ doth frill continue to in; Sith inners to come 
to him, by his /Zjergers ' whom he ſends to 
preach the Go {pel 1 his Name: 1iſdem hath 
ſent forth ker Maidens, ſhe crieth wpon the highs 
eſt places of the city, whoſo is ſimple let him turn 
L . bither, cone eat of my bread, and drink of the 
b - -wine which 1 Have rimgled. Prov. 9. 3, 44 3- 
' Whoate we to underſtand by the Aaidens of 
 Wiſdome, but the Miniſters of Chriſt ; who 
are likewife called the Briaegroom's Friends, 
oh. 3. 29. lf that their great work is to woo 
and win ſouls for Chriſt, and they rejoice in 
-nothing more, than wheti they can pod 
*men to forſake their fins, and come t6 
Chriſt for Salvation. But, the Krengoh F his 
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Argument, will appear further, it we conſider 
tne Properties of this invitation, whereby tne. - 
Lord Jeſns does call upon linners tO come unto hi. 
1. {tis areal, carneft Invitation. Chriſt's 3 
heart is inic. Hence he is troubled & grieved 


it. the neart wien Sinners Will not come t£a 
Him. When he had often Invited the Jews to 


i 

{1 11 
Come nnder Hi Wing and they would not, 
Hz wept over 


that tron hadſs kaown in this thy day the things, 
that bo! 0729 t0 thy peace. does moſt affect= 
FH y cail upon finners to come to him . 
Toh. 7. 37. He eried and 1 End con na me. A. 


Lo1 Fj y arguetn.carneſl ſinels. Chriſt 1s mar- 


veilons Import tunate in 1s urging finners to . 


come to him. | He is not willing to be put off, 


or to take denial. See elſe, 1/as. a5 I 2. 


=== Come ye, 9 4h? Waters, -= Come Ye, =» Yea Come. 
Hearkez dill:gently unto me, incline your ear,. rt 


com? unto me. ( mind how carneſt the Lord 
15 n Tis ny tration, Come, come; Yea come. come * 


anto me) Yea hear , bearken diligently,” q 9. 6s. 


by all megnes hearken to me, if ever you.” 
would hear good counſil hear it now: " That 
inen may ſee -Chriſt is in earneſt with them, 


he ſets before them the moſe AUuring promiſes /4 


of the Goſpel, he tells them, tizey: ſhall have 
all the good their ſouls can deſire, if they, wilt 
but Fome ynto him * and denonneerh, more. 
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| Life in*this world ( tho it is not ſo with all Y 
2 "ap tinnueth.. 


L PT. "0. any » come to to Jeſu my 


. dreadfo] Threatnings than ever were "3 
 dered upon mount Ebal, againſt thoſe that 


ſhall weriett fo great Salvation. 
Jt is an often renewed and. long entiinita In- 


| witation, Mat. 22. 37, --- how often would 1 


bave gathered you Knder ny wings! Where is 
the Sinner that liveth under the Goſpel , that 
can ſay how often he has been invited to come 


| anto Jeſus Chriſt! Behold he ſtands at the 
| door and kyocks, Rev, 3. 2. He does not give- 


one knock at a ſinners heart, and away, but 


Y ' H £ ft an ds there ; and knoeks again, and calleth 


' Again. He knocks at a finners heart by Mer- 


2 CYECsS, by Afiictions, by Sermons, and by NNa- 


-.Difold diſpenſations. There are ſome ſinners 


*. hat Chriſt continueth Inviting of them, all 


their dayes. He ſtretcheth out his hand, 4. e. he 
| Heckens tothem that they ſhonld come to him 
"tl the day long. Iſa. 65. 1. As long as the 
Le of 7:6 laſts, ſo long fa Chriſt continue 


| 'Y calling the ſinner to come to him, Now there 


are ſome that the day of Grace laſts as long as 


- Where the Goſpel cometh, this Invitation 


F- univerſal, Ifa. 55- 1. Ho( ſre what a gricious 
j Proclamation is here ) every one that thiffttth, 
F. come t9 the waters ! SO that the Goſpel contains 


| vgcneral proglay mation of mercy to: -Ulcom- 
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comers ; Chriſt excludeth none that will come. 
If men do not by their impenitence and unbe- 
lief ſhut the door againſt their ovn ſouls; 
Chriſt ſhurs the door againſt none ; but faith 
to every one, come to. me and welcome. Rev. 
22. 17. The call of Crt reachetnh' every 
particuiar foul . Yea, thee in particular as 
truly as if he ſhonld from Heaven call thee 
by name, as he did Sr, 
from Heaven and ſay, thou, Jovn ſuch a one; 
or thou #fary ſuck a one, why doſt thou nor. .. 
come to me, to be {ved ? wouldſ: thou nor. -. 
do as he did, fall down trembling, and _ 
Lord, what wilt tho have me to do. Why, the 
Call of Chriſt in the Goſpel is no leſs than 
this comes to. 

USE. Let ſinners be exhorted to coine t0 0 Jeſus 

Ehrift without any further delay 
| To awaken hereunto. 


Confid. 1. That this 5s: matter of InfiniteCon-- 2 


gcrnment, What are all thy worldly” cog rn 
ments which thy heart 1s taken up 
this which I am now ſpeaking of? Far! whit 
15 4 man profited if 
loſe bis - own ſoul : 7 16. 26. 
EM ſoul > ever if thou doſt; 
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| 30 If any. man come to Teſus Chriff, 
them, or that their is not merit enough in the 
| Bloodof Chriſt to obtain forgiveneſs for 
Ereat 2 im as that 18, but | Dee they have 
not an heart to come t Chriſt. "The Unpar- 
b..;-donable Sin 1s alwaies atten io with final Im= 
; Ar 


La 
And this Ovjoftion 1s 2 meer Te nptation of 
Satan, wio [cu eketn ther by to dilco urage ſouls 
from coming to Chriſt, Fe vſ 


vieth to rell !! thoſe 


who never did nor ever ſhall commit the great . 


Tranſgreſſin, they have been n guiity of It . 
Tell me, haſt tho; _ delire to come to Chriſt? 


F Doſt thou prize his blood ? then 'tis certain 


thou never waſt guilty of the unpardonable ſin, 
for ſ*c trample under foot the Son of God, 


and count his blood an unholy thing. Hcv. 10. 


24. Art thon a malicious perſecutor of the 
wayes and People of God ! it not, / dare pro- 
- nounce unto thee, that thou waſt never guilty 
of the {in againſt the Bly Ghoſt ; for there 


never was any man guilty of thar fin, but that ' 


he was givenupto a Ht it of perſecution; He 
is filled with rage againlt the Servants of God, 

becauſe they fear his Name, and dare not fin 
2gainſt him. Yet again, Didft thou ever mali- 
tiouſly blaſpheme or ſpeak evil of that which 
thou knowelt was the work of Gad's Spirit ? 
If thou haſt not done deſpite to the Spirit "WM 


Grace, thoy haſt not commited the fin againſt 


dn = ot heart. 
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the Holy Ghoſt. Envott: coll it is to be 4 
feared, that many of the malignant adverſa- 
_ ries of the Truth in theſe late dayes, have bir 


Judicially given up by God to commit that fin; 
yet I will {ay, Iam periwaded there is not one 


Joul in this Congregation this day. that ever 


was guilty Oi it. O yet let not this, nor any 
other Objection dilconrage any one among: 
you from coming to Chriſt. 


For DireQion he - 1 _ 
t- See thy avſolute need of Chriſt. Without 
this no one will come to him. For men are/ 


naturally averſe to nothing, ſo munch as to 


this, fo that the y will not come to Chriſt, ex- 
cept ſenſe of extream neceſlity compel then 
ro it, Will a manthatthinks himſelf well, run 

to a Phyſician for help? The whole have no' .. 1 
need of a Phyſician but the fick. Met. 9. 12. - 
But if men ee their abſolute need of Chriſt, + 4 
then they il be willing to go to-him . When 
the ſons of Jacob ſaw themſelves like to periſh 


by the Famine, they would goto Jaſeph for 


bread, that they might live and not dye. Any. 
Ifraclite when he ſaw the Avenger of blood 4 
purſuing of him, was made willing to betake' _ 4 
imlclt to the City of refuge. Behold finner., © 
the Avenger of bloud is at thy heels !. if thox” 
go Agt wg, haſte to ths Cicys of WY Bs hee” [E 
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them, or that their is not merit enough in the 
Blood of Chriſt to obtain forgiy ences for 
Ereat 2 im «as that 1s, but. | veep they have 


Not an heart to come to Chriſt. "The Unpar- 
= donable S SIN 13 alwaies after 
-  penitency, an everiaſiity Hardneſs of heart. 
g Ree 


hg with fina! ims 


And this CSj:Ttion 1s 2 
Satan, wiio ry eketn ther -by t ro diſcourage ſouls 
from coming to Chriſt, Fe vſeth to rell thoſe 
who never did nor ever ſhall commit 
Tranſereſſion, they have been yg of it. 
Tell me, haſt thou any delire to come to Chriſt ? 
Doſt thoa prize his blood ? hs tis certain 
thou never waſt guilty of the unpardonable fin, 
for ſc trample under foot the Son of God, 


and count his blood an unholy thing. Hts. 10. 7 


24. Art thou a malicious Retos of the 
ways and PFeopic of God? it not, 7 dare pro- 


- nounce unto thee, that thou waſt never guilty 


of the {in againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; - for there 


never was any man gnilcy fu, thar fin, but that ' 


he was given uP to a ſpirit of perſecution; He 
is filled with rage again{t the Servants of God, 
becauſe they fear kis Name, and dare yot fin 
againſt him. Yet again, Didft thou ever mali- 


tiouſly blaſpheme or ſpeak evil oi that which 


thou knowelt was the work of God's Spirit ? 
If thou haſt not done deſpite to the Spirit of 


Grace, thoy haſt-not commited the {in againſt 
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the Holy Ghoſt. | muſt confeſs it is to be 
feared, That many of the malignant adverſa- 
ries of the Truth in theſe late dayes, have bir 
Judicially given up by God to commutr that im; 
yet I will tay, I am perſwaded there 1s not one 
foul in this Congregation this day. that ever 
was guilty Of it. Q yet let not this, nor any 
other Objeftion diſconrage any one among; 
you from coming to Chriſt. | 


For DireQion he ere. 

t- See thy abſolute need of Chriſt, Without 
this no one will come to him, For men are/ 
naturally averſe to nothing ſo mnch as to 
this, ſo that they will not come to Chriſt, ex- 
cept {ſenſe of extream neceſſity compel then 
wg it. Will a man that thinks himſelf well, run 
to a Phyſician for help? The whole have no 
need of a Phylictan but the fick. /Aet. 9. 12. 
But if men ſ{ee their abſolute need of Chriſt , 
then they il be willing to go to-him. When 
the ſons of Jaceb ſaw themſzlves like to periſh” 
by the Famine, they would goto Joſeph for 
bread, that they might live and not dye. An- 


Iraclite when he ſaw the Avenger of blood 
purſning of him, was made willing to betake' 
imſclf to the City of refxge. Behold ſinneb:, 
the Avenger of bloud is at thy. heels /. if. thow 
go nagt make haſte to hg City of 0 ge hee'lE 
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foveth, a | luſt of Drunkeneſs, a luſt of Un- 
cleaneſs, or any other Inſt which he loveth {a 
as not to be willing to part with it for 
Chriſt, how can he hclieve? And evil Come 
panions keep man; a ſul from going to Chriſ- 
The Scripture therefore faith, Forſake the 
fooNſh and live. Prov. 9. 6. And again, 
Ariſe from the dead, ( h. e. come away from 
thy dead Companions in fin, ) and Chriſt ſhall 
ive thee light. Epheſ. 5. 14. Why do not 7; 
Young men come to Chrift, when the Goſpel 2: 
calls them? Alas ſome of them have thoughts ! 
about it, but this or that vain Companion 
hinders them. As ever thou doſt delire an 
Intereft in Chriſt, or Salvation by Him, thoy 
muſt break off thy Companionſhip with thoſe I 
_ perſons that will prove the Ruin of thy, - 
0 3 


3. When thy Hears is made eifice fo part 
with All for Chrift, genture thy foal nfo Him. | 
Let this Scripture bim thet cometh ro me, } 4 
will tr mo,wiſe cafs ont encourage thee. Many ' : 
of the Ele& of God have at their firſt 'Coltr 'Y 
ycrſion been much encouraged by it. Caſt 
thy ſelf and ſoul into 'the armes of the” $6k | | 
of God . Venture all thy everlaſting Con- 
eerfs v PER the ord Jeſs Remember kow '4 
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it was with the Leprou men whom we tead | 
_ bf 2. King. 7. 4. They ſaid one 10 aiother, why | 
fu we here Lg we dye, if we ſit ſtil bere we 
aye; and therefore come. let us fall unto the 
Hoſt of the Syrians, If they ſave us alive we 
ſhall live, ' and if they kill us we ſhall but dye. 
So think with thy fell If 1 fit ſtill and keep 
at a diſtance r= Chriſt, I ſhall certainly | 
dye, if I goe to him, I ſhall but dye, and it | 
inay be I ſhall live, therefore le venture and 
2p to.Chriſt. Reſolve as E Fher did, If 
1 periſh I periſh ( ſaid ſhe ) yet 1 go into the 
Kings preſence.” 10 {ay thou, I Il go to the 
Son of God, and if I periſh, I'll periſh ly- + } 
ing at his feet: Nay, then thou ſhalt never 
periſh OE OO ae je Mn a3 


Be ofreri Coming to Jeſus Chit. . Ts 
\. ot thy heart dead? *goe to Chriſt to quic- 
Kep jt. *Is not. thy Spirit tbo- often . out of. 
' Frame, go to Chriſt to help it. , There 
are many that complain ;, , know not ; 
whether they have true Faith or not; The ; 
belt way in the World to put it out of 
"Queſtion; is to goe. to Chriſt again , and 
bs thy ſelf up to. Him. By often Be- 
jecving, a Chriſtian | ſhall fret in. os 
{Peart that ne Goth believe. By often com- | 
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He will in 110 70 wiſe caſt bim out: * S 

Coming to Chriſt, and rolling thy ſelf - 
upon Him , Thou wilt ſee thy ſelf in the 
Armes of the SON of GOD for ever. 

_ © then Come to Aim, and He will in 

, #0 wiſe caft thee ont, 
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SINNERS ought to Repent N OW. 


. Jer. 255. 8: 
4g 4in NOW | every one fot -J 


They i, tus ye 
Evil way, 


W - Sermon yrezched by the ' Prophet - 
HL ® Jere.vie, Wherein he "cclareats 1that - 1 
* Jeitroying Judgments were comin upon _ -of 
Jews : 2nd mentions the reaſon of it;- meme 
ly, Bec auſe of their Impenitency and Obſting- 

© : a Sin... That t they were obſtinate i in'their 

appeared by their Refuſing to heark-- 

good Counfils . and & eng 3 
hot "whom God had ſent to them: ' Ax 26 

.Was aggravated, _ 
... i wa that they had been a long time tho 
kento.: The Prophet tells them , "hat at'the 
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238 Sinners oufht 10 repent NOW. | 
himſelf bin preaching to them three and tweri- 
. ty years, and all that time urging them to 


was ſpoken to them in the Name of the 
| Lord, ver. 3. this was great contumadcy. 

2. Their Obſtinacy was yet mofe afgravat- 
ed, in that God had, told them of their ſins, 


*J and what wonld be the Conſequent thereof, 


, Not only . by Jeremie, but by many other Pro- 
Phets. ver. 4 the Lord bat ſert unto you all 
1s ſervants ho Prophets, riſing early and'ſending 
them ;, but you have not hearkened, nar enclined 


manner of men, and ſayth his heart was up- 
on it, ( as a man whoſe heart is engaged in 


+Sulſineſs will riſe early to ſee it -jþ thus 
l 


God did earneſtly endeavour ) tore 


froth: their evil wayes, but they d not, 


= Hear, tho Prophet. after Prophet was ſent unt# 


Them for. a long time together. This argued 
great hardneſs of heart, ro eontemn fuch'per- 
lons, as the holy prophets were, and not oze 
of them, but many of them, yea all of them. 
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Repentance, but they-would not regard whit 


va ear 10 bear. The E6rd ſpeaketh after the 


n them 


The, words which " been read, enkief R 
the Summe of the Doctrine taught by the Pro- | 


1. That. every man- Jhould turn from hs 
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Sinners ought to repent NOW. 39 © 


.> 2: That men ſhould not delay that work. 


They did not only fay, Turn, but turn NOW. 
The! Doctrine therefore at preſent to de infiſt- 
ed on 1s, _ 

DOCT. That every: (6 mer unto ho the word 
of the' Lord cometh, #5 'bound to- turn from his 
evil way, and that NOW mithout delaying.  . 
- The Explication and Confirmation of this. 
Truth may be expreſled in 4 propoſitions, 
all which are Comprehended in the NINA 


delivered. 


.. Propof. 1. Sin ts an evil. In the Scripture fi fin a. I 
is often-compared to a way, It is therefore ſaid =; 


In the 1ſt. Pfalm and the 1ſt. verſe Bleſſed-is = 
the man that ſtandeth not, ( h. e- that remains _ ! 


it the way of ſinners. þ.e.. in. Sin, 
he way that ſinners delight to abide = 
Wiice men are faid . to walkin ſim, Eph, ' 3 
» And to go on, therein; P/al. 68. 21> 3 


| And it is an evil way: Wifdome faiih, Ti bs. 


evil way doe I bate. Prov... 13; h.\e. -the 
way of ſin which is alſo. called:he way, which 


$5 0t good, Pal 36. 4 Sifi is faid to' be. an 
evil way eſpecially in 2 -reſpects,.. ' 


- SY the 


x. In that men thereby go. from ; ic 
I8N: ; from 


way.” "Now is this true of 5: Men; by:Sin. 
turn from God; and the nzore they. @ x 4h £ 


40 SHners ought to rept NOW «| 
further doe they goe from God. Jer. 4: F. 
They are gont farr from me. A ſinner has.bin do- 
ing nothing elſe but departing from God all his ' 
gayes; ſo that there is an infinite diſtance be- 
 TweenGod &him.: Eph. 2. 13. Tou were ſometimes 
 fFarroff, h. e. farroff from God, and from 
* , Heaven. And the longer 2 man liveth in ſin; 
the greater is the feparation between God and 
His ſoul. For his back is turned upon God. 
Yer. 32. 33. They have turned to me the back 
and not the face, And therefore the longer 9 
| A4inner ſhall goe on in his preſent way, the fur- 
ther will he be from God and from Heaven, 
t and from all Happineſs. Sin then is an evit 
F Way. It appears to be ſo, | 

& - 3. If thatit is a way which if con 
&  avill bring to miſery at Jaft. All mey up- 
5. on Puniſhment as evil: Now Sin WM it be 
not turned from will certainly be punifhed a® 
'  bIaſt. Je. 2. 18, Know therefore and ſee, that 
' S#t is au evil thing and bitter that thou haſt for- 
 ſaken the Lord thy Ged. Bitter Puniſhments 
are ſometimes inflied on ſinners in #15 world. 
Temporal Judgmenis on the Bodies, Eſtates, 
Names, Families ; and ſpiritual Judgements 
68 the Souls of ſinners uſe to follow upon the 
#oing 97 in fin. To be ſure if fin be not tur- 
ted from, it will end in death. Rom. 6. 22. 
Te the S hele ang op; Hen 4 


K 2 


aued Il, 7 


FM to 8 way, becauſe it Lab ann to Fg 
ftruftion. Prov. 7, 24, Her bonſe 38 :ke way 16 | 
Hell, going down to the chard ers of ae: ith. Hell 1 
Is ar undefirable place ; therefore Sin which 
15 the way thither, meR needs be an evil way» 


Propoſ. 2. Every ſinner hats s way of Sin ; 
That's implyed in the Texr, when it is ſaid, 
Turn you every mari iron #15 evii way. Every 
man that 1s in a {fate of vin and unregeneracyy 
does walK in ſome way of in or otner which 
he muſt turn from. This is the Lifference 
between a Regenerate and an UVzregenerate 
man ; A Regenerace man may indee fail into 
into ſin, but then hee's out of his way which 
he uſeth to walk in. Pal, 119- '28. I hate 

fWſc way. And in verſe. 101. he fayes, T | 
Fefrained my feer from every evil way, 
Hence Sin is faid to be unto the Lord's people, -1 
a Way not caſt up. ( 1. Ee. not frequented ) Jer, 
18. 15. Never ſince the world began did 4 
godly man walk in that way. There's 4 dif- ; 
erence between: /nning and having a way of | 
firining: There is no man that doeth good & |} 
finneth not, and there is no- good mai that 
has a way of inning, ee 139. ul, See of 4 
there be any way of WIGKOG: VI 12 me. But every 
Qoregenerate. man has 2 way of wickedgeſs. 
which k chpoleth to gog in, A Way of ity ; 
FOETD wales | 
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4ng to deitruction in. 


| £0, 21, Teſtifying both ro the Jewes and alſo i 


a Sinners onght to repent NOW. 
 implieth a Track a Courſe of Sin ;'when A 


man ſha make fin his"Trade :' ſo 'tis with 
every ungodly man. He 1s 4 worker of iniquity. 
A committer of Sin. a Doer of it Joh. 8. 34. 


-* Some ſinners live in mote Sins than.one- In « 
£# Price, in Drunkeneſs, in Uncleaneſs, and all _ 


at the ſame time. Serving divers laſts, Tit. 3. 
3. Bt every finnet has at leaſt oze Sin, which 
he loveih and liveth in, and will not be per- 
{waded to forſake that evil way. It is ſweet 
In his mouth. He ſpares it and forſakes it not, 


| but keeps It within his mouth. Job. 20. 13. A 
Hypocrite may £0 farr : He may fore-go ma- - 


ny ſins ( as Herod did) yer. there 1s ſome {in or 
other which is an evil way that his foul 1s go- 


Propoſ. 3. Every {inner unto whom the Word 
of God comes, 15 bound to Fur? from h1s. evil Way. 
The firſt” thing which God required: of man 
was that he ſhonld not fin at all. The Law 


Te:uired that : nor does the Law ſpeak any 


thing of Repentznce, but the Goſpel does. The 
Law requireth that men ſhould not turh from 
God ; The Goſpel requireth that meh having 


fined from Gcd, ſhould turn to him again. 


Faith-and Repentance are the” great duties 


and ſumme of all the Apoſtles preaching. At. 


*, 


oo 


Tequired-in the Goſpel. This was the Scope | 
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» Pentance conſiſteth chiefly in Tutning from 
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- that rurning f 70m ſin which the Word of God . ? 
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the G reeks, Repentance towards G 0d, and t aith 
toward our Lord Jeſus Chrijt.” And this Cor- 
mandment reacheth every ſinner where the 
Goſpel cometh. C hapt. 17. 30. Now God com- 
ee: "of all men every were to repent. True Re- 


fin. Hence it is ſometimes called Converſion. 
When a man is gone out of the right way, and 
furns back” again, that's Convertion. So tis 
with ſinners: They are all gone aſtray ; but, 
Godin the word 4 the Goſpel calls aloud to. 
them that they ſhould turn back again. And 


requireth, is to be both” External and Internal. 

It 1s neceſſary that a Sinner ſhould lead a few © 
life, that his outward Atﬀtiorns, and Convet- 
fation- ſhould be Reformed. Jer. 7. 3- Thas.. 1 
faith the Lord of hofts, the God of Iſrael, Amend | 
your waies ard Your doings,” but thats flot _- 
Which God requifeth. He calls for the Hearr.”. I 
Many a mari turns from fin outwardly for fear - ag 

of Puniſhmerit either from God 6r man, who 43 
yet loveth it in his hearr ſtill. Bat the Word * 
& God requireth that men- ſhould' hate ſh. 
Rom.' 12. 9, Abhor that which is evil. When: © 
4 mans heart within hin is turned and ſer” _ | 
$4inſt fin, as fin, then he has truly experienc' dl 37 
_ mag eery which The Word YE God tbo, 3 
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44 Silvers onght tb repent NOV. 
\ all your Tranſgreſſions, and maks you a new heart, 
'-. Thats a new heart which hates Sin, and loveth 
| Holineſs. And that Sinners might be per- 
{waded to this turning, the Word of God is 
full of gracious Promiſes unto repenting, re- 
Turning linners. God in his Word affureth 
them, thai they ſhall find mercy, whatever 
Their Provoccations and Rebellions have been. 
Tjai-y5. 7. Lu the wicked forſake his way, and 
Juc 1mm return tothe Lord and he will have mercy 
oz him, and to oxr God,. and he will abundantly. 
paraon, God promiſeth the Sinner his life if 
{ will return. He faith, turz your ſelves ard 
jrve you. And if the wicked be warned from 
His wicked, way, be ſhall ſave his life. Ezek. 3. 
18. and 18. 32. Heaven is promiſed to re- 
| turning ſinnets. "Thus in my. Text, Jurz 
| tw.ry one from his evil way --- and dwell in the 
lara for ever and ever. There's ſomething Spi- 
ritnal ultimately intended in thoſe words, viz. 
 . that every one that truly repents of firs ſhall 
{ gdwellin Heaven for evermore, of which dwel]- 
ing In the land of Canaan is a Figure, And 
&he Word of Gold denounceth no leſs than E- 
ternal Deatk to eyery Sinner that. will not 
turn. Ext. 33. 11. Say wno them, as I live 
ſaith the Lord God, 1 have no pleaſure in tie death 
_ bf the wicked - but that the micked ſhould tur 
- From bis nay aid live. Turn you; tarn-you from 


nay; 


 Sinvers __ is repers NOW. "5 
your evil wayes for why will you aye, O honſe "of 
Jſrael, This 1g the great voice of God in F- 
word to every Sinner, the great-deſign of the 
Scriptures both in the old and new Teſta» 
ment is to declare this, that the Sinner who 
Jhall turn from all his Sins ſhall live, but the 
Sinner that will »ot turn from all his Sins ſhall 
Aye for ever. Thus ſaith God to every foul of 
of man, unto whom his Word cometh, thoy 
muſt either turn from thy evil way, or burn 
for ever 1n the fire that ſhall neyer be quench- 


ed, 
 Propof. 4- Men ought mor only to trirm from 


every evil way but tq/doe it Now, ad tn no wile 


70 delay that matter. Thus did the Prophets 
with one voice declare, as is in the Cnorext 


| kntimated. And indeed this follows upon. witat 


has bin ſpoken. If God command men to turn, 
ft is neceſlary ''that: they ſhould doe it 70w.” 
For every Commandment of God ought to be 
immediately complyed with. There ought'ro 
be no delaying, or diſputing: whether: what 
the great GOD requireth' ſhould be” obeyed 
br no. When the Lord:comminded Abrabars © 
to circumciſe his Family, it is noted/thaghy rhe | 
ſelf Jarte' day he did as God faid tothim. Gen. © 
17.23. And when he was required to Sacri- 
fice his only ſon, its recorded of him, that he 


"ſe muy mm the A; ang vx Ve £20 yE phee, | 


or ; 
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of which God had told him. Cap. 22: 3. When 
'- the Lord Chriſt called his Diſciples to follow 
| _ him-ris faid, that ftraightway they did ſo. 
| eut,;4.20:. And when Paul was-called to the 
Apoſticſhip, be did not conſult with fleſh and . þ:. 
bloud, +. ec. he did not ask countil of any man ki 
 Whe ther he ſhould do what God required of him, |; 
E Hut immediately fell about the work, Gal, 1. [; 
36. Thys every divine precept ought preſent | 
iy to be complyed. with. So ſhould this of { 
-- 4urning from every evil way. And there is \ 
Infinite Reaſon that men ſhould turn now ; as A 
we cannot but ſee if we duly mind, either what 4 
they are commanded to turn frop, or whom | | 
wy are to turn 7t0, . : 
©. 1. What isit that Fuvers are to turn from ? 
Ita i from Sin, "which is an unprofitable thing. 
> Men'don't uſe: to ſtand conſidering whether þ 
they ſhall-retain: aithing which they are: ſure 
; They; ſhall never gain any thing by: Now they 
| qanay be/{ure they ſhall-never gain any thing by 
Jim. Romy'6. 21. What fruit had, you of thoſe * 
things whereof ye are. now - aſhamed ? There is 
nothing but ſhame ;and. Sorrow to be gained 
ty fan, Yea, it is notonly an unprofitable, but 
a briful thing- ' Ia man were -runging in- 
 ta»the 'mouth- of a bloudy ſerpent ready.-to 
devoir him, would he ſtand pauſing-upan it 


prbicgher he -ſhould turn back ? No, -he would 
preſently 


"—_ © —_— 
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e *..# 5 o ; Þ f 4 
and; | 
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.- Sinners ongbt-to repent N ow. - 4 } 


preſently turn about: Sin is a cruel Serpent 
which devoureth immortal ſouls, and there- 
fore it is the greateſt madneſs in the world 
for men to make a-queſtion whether he ould 
not preſently tyrn from ſuch an evil . 
2. Who is ut that ſinners are to turn unto F 

It is unta God in Jeſns Chriſt, Joel .2.12 1 urn 
you even to me With all your heart , ſaith the Lord. 
Even unto that God who is the Fountain of 
Living water - He in whoſe favour is Life, 
and whoſe Loving Kindneſs is better than life 'J 
it felf. He who will give Grace and Glory, 
and will with-hold no good thing from them. 
that ſhall turn unto him. | 


USE. Lat it be a word of earneſt Exhore 
tation. Ob that very S;jmner world be per ſwar!- G 


ed to do as the Doitrine fayth, To turn from-hig 

evil way, and to do it Now without Des 

laying. D . 
Contider 1 ft. The Sinner that will turn Now 


ſhall be happy. Whatever thy Sins have beenz 
ſuppoſe they were never ſo many, Or never. , 1 
ſo great, if thou-doſt turn vw, God will -par-- 4 
don thy fins and fave thy ſoul. o& It may be | 


that-thgzgis ſome ſinner | fg, has fecr | fears 


Mionings with himſelf, /f 1 ſhould 


Turn from my evil way, would Ged accepr of fo 


þrfat © a 7 ad as F have been ? 1 Anſwer, If. 3 
* | yg: thou. « 1 


thon wilt turn mow, I do aſſure thee in His 
- Name, God will accept of thee. For Hig 
Word {aith, Behold now 1s the accepted rime, 
behold now is the day of Salvation, 2, Cor. 6. 2. 
Now, Nor, 1s your time to turn to God if you 


would find Acceptance with Him, or deſire 


to be ſaved. If thov doſt not turn ow , 
J«fe now, irs more than 1 or any man living 
- can aſſure chee that ever thy ſoul ſhall be 
ſaved. Where do you find in Scripture that 
_ Ne that Ins fo PIOVT EW, ſhall be accepted ? 
oaſp, not thy. ſelf of to morrow, for thou knoweſt 
mot wheat @ day may bring forth. The Apoſtle 
fays'in the 3d Chapter to the FHiirems, Tg 


&y, if ym will hear is voice. harden nog 
Tour hearts, And again 0 4%, ard a 1rird 


fime 7o 487. But he that will Rarcen bs heart 
 againlt the voice of God in his Ward calling 

him to Repentance 70 d3 iT 1727 be will think 
of Repentanee when 1t is too late. "| 


Conſider. 2. That no man ever repemed him that 
tee 1nrnea to God tro ſoon, wat every man in the 
"world ether "has or ſhall be forry that be tarned 
0 ſooner, PFhere never was an Inſtance of a 
man truly converted, who wiſhed Wad not 
', bÞren converted ſo ſoon. There have bean 
| Tome that bave torred from Sin in their youth, 
Ws TY Ek x YU. VF" "64." - 2 
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' _ _ Sitters ought to vepent NOWY as - 

yea, In their Childhood; ask. any. ſach, doe ; 
you repent of your early Converſion, they ! 
will ſay no,but we with we had tnrned 2 
preat deal ſooner. Auſtin, I remember faith, 
Nimis ſero Te amare cepi! Alas O Lord, I be- 
gin'to love Thee Jater than I wiſh I had 1 
done-. And there is no unconverted finner in , 5 
the. world, but he will one day wiſh that ha #5 
had turned from his evil wayes ſooner. It e-- 
yer the Lord give him Repentance unto- life, 
then will he be ſorry un his heart, that. he was © 
fo-long before he had any ſaving acquaintance . 1 
with God and with Jefus Chriſt. Paul ſpeaks 1? 
eth forrowtully of his late Converſion. 1-'Cor! 2} 
15. 8. And laſs of all he was ſeen of me, as of one . | 
born out of due time.” He was troubled to think  ; 
that-he had lived fo'many years/in'the world 4 
before he knew Chriſt Or if a ſinner ſhall be 7 
. to unhappy as to.dyetin: his evil way, he wilt 3 
for ever wiſh, when It-is too late, that he had 
hearkened to the: Call-bf the Goſpel requiring 4 
him to turn Now. "Prov. x. 28. Then ſhall they 4 
fab upon me but will not. anſwer, they ſhall* ſeek | 


Ez 


vs | Wh. [ey Dt KN EW wah 
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, $Q -y 'S FEI « to repent Now. 
- is. becdmie dark- over. us for ever, Had we 


B fought after Reconciliation with God ſoon- 


er, ve might have obtained it + but Wo 
and Alas for us, now it will never be. 

; -Contder v, i; other matters men are unwills 
t.. rg enherizo. diley,. or tobe delayed. There is 
| manya Poor fooliſh finger, that if he does 
but hear of a Play to be afted, or any thing 
which 1s a matter of ſport. and paſtime, he 1] 
_ * beearly at it - He wilk: not let flip the time, 
but rather be too ſoo: than too late. But 


when he is called upon to: look after the Sal- . 


vation:of his, own ſoul, he puts that off: from 
| dvay to day, as if that could newcr be too late - 

In wackdly matters, eſpecially if they be af 
 moment;, meti- have CO mnch wiſdome as to 
| diſpatch them out of hand-.'. It was ſaid of 
; - when-an affair that. did greatly concern 
bim was to be iſſued, Zhe man will not be:at ref 
znril be harp finiſhed the thing, this day. Ruth. 3. 


13. | And yer as to the-work of Repentance, 
and making their peace with God, thanwhich 


nothing"ean be of greater Concernment"'Sin- 
20ers can;ibe at. reſt from day to day; M8F's 
fre, 1.Y*47 19 year, tho that work be notiin 
. ed, x0n ſo much as begun”: i How ſad-1 is: it:20 
h | gontice.l - You Cannot. bear Delayes | por 
rw Sy 4 vk muſt.the great: Ged bear:els yes 


+ 


ry 
, 


from you? If any of you ſhould command his 


_ delayes from Sod himſelf : If men be in any 


| grievous tormenting pain, and ſhould cry un» ; 
to God for help, but he ſhould put you. off, and + 
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ſeryant-to do ſuch a work preſently, but he ſayes 
hee'l take his own time and not yonrs; how 
would you bear it! But when God commands 
you, to turn zow, will you take your own time 
and: not God's to doe it ? You cannot bear 


diſtreſs, they are ready to ſay, Lord make haſk 
£0 our help! Hear us ſpeedily Make no tarry= _ | 
ing; - Why then when God calls to you to turn 
from your evil way, make haſt and make no 
tarrying. If any amongit you ſhou:d be in 


lay, Twenty or thirty years Tie conlider about, -1 
the matter ; how impatient would you. be + " 
And will you then {iy to:God, F'ie turn from. 

my evil-wayes 20 or 30; Years hence, \whenas 
Ele Ages ſaith, Jo It NOW; \ 64-134 GA 


Lat Sinners ſadly Conſider, Whone They "1 
Granite. ard who they grieve by delaying their” ©} 
Converſrn. They pleaſs their greatelt egemy,. 
and-; «pleaſe their beſt Friend-: Yau cannot _ } 
gratifig.your Adverſary the Devil more: who." 4 
s.16 that-Caith to you, Wilt thou thinkof tur-" | 
ning from thy ſins ? it will be ſoon enongh for © 
"at hexeaficr. No one byt the Devil ar fhch 2? 

Fr8dbried vp by him, wall ſuggeſt Toch- 1 
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a7 * "Ofners Dubs fo to abt: now : 
thought unto thee. He knoweth that ifhs 
| . can but perſwade thee to delay thy Converſion 


a while longer, he ſball make fure of thy ſoul. 
He alwaies tells ſinners either that it 1s too 


How: But as ſon g aS thou art "atelef about 


_ deed, and then he will deride thee for thy Fol- 


Z ly. So that if a man would ſtudy to egratifie 


Devth, he could not do it more than by 


I eferrig. bis repentance, But then, whom doe 
'$ [ be grejve thereby 7? All the good men that know 


e are grieved for thee : thy neareſt Relati- 
- Gns are fo if they fear God. It may be thow 
Haſt a Godly Pither: or 2 godly Mother - They 
"are grieved. to ſee that -thou doſt- contintie 


the, Angels: of Heaven are orieved Þy thee - 


| God? over one . ſinner that repents; £uk. 15: 


INS hinder-the joy of Angels. - And” that 
w). ich 18 yet 1ader 1s, thou grievelt the heart 
$v'> | od My thy delaying to turn again'from thy 
evil A 4 "The Lord- (- to i} peak of Him- after 
the magaer of men ) thinks the LLRE- long;-: and 


"2 LV 
of 2 15- 
» % . . b . 4 


> 


ſoon for them to turn unto God, or elſe that it | 
1s too lare. If he ſhould ſee thee j in earneſt a- - 
Þout that matter, he would fay it is too late 


It, he faics it is too foo; thereby hoping to - 
$ herſwade thee to delay until 1t be too late 7- 


* 


| ſtill in thy natural unconverted eftate. And | 
' There is joy in-the preſence of the: Angels of 


4I9- '5o that Sinners who delay their Repen- | 
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1s grieved that thoi ſhouldſt flight his Calls, 


and diſregard his Commands for ſo long a Hime. 
He ſaith, aſh thine heart from wighedneſs; woke 


how lone T ſhall vain thoughts lodge in thee "Jer: 


+ 14. "And again wilt thor ot t be maale clean? 2? 


when: ſhall it once be ? Chapt. 13. 27. Yet 
agan, hear another Scripture, How long. will - 
It be, ere they attain to innocency? Hoſ. 8. 5, 
How long” When? How long? The Spirit 4 
of God is grieved by thy long delayes. He 


_ . looketh upon thy Delayes as Refuſals an 


flat Denials. He faith thou art unwilling. to. 


return, 2nd that, thats the reaſon of - th 4 : q 


celaying fo long. This muſt needs grieve 2 


provoke Him. And why wilt thou: difplea 4 


that God w ho hath been ſo kind to tinee ? 


Conſider r 8. The Infinite danger which is in 


mens Delayins their Can.” "Every Sinnex 
had need make haſte about this matter, be- 


cauſe a little Delay may coſt him his Life. 
The Angel ſaid to Lot ( Geneſ. 19. 17. ) Eſcape + 


for thy Life, look, 10t behind thee, neither ſtay. © 
Fe0# in all the plan; eſcape to the mountain lefÞ 


thou be conſumed, IN ſay to thee,. Q: linner, 


don't ſtay in thy preſent eſtate, bug make haſt 


to Chriſt as for thy life, leſt if thau we lin- 
fer: the fire of Hell- take hold on thee 
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$84 Sinners ought to vepent NOW. 


| - thing for a man to deferr his Repentance tho 


bur tor one Gay. One days delay may coſt a 
man the Lite of his foul. When Afichal told 
David, {ay ing, 1f thou ſave not thy life to might, 
to morrow! thou ; ſhalt be ſtain, He went and fled 
and eſcap<d. 1. Sum. 19- 11, 12. Thus O 
Sinner, if hb doſt not turn from thine Ini- 
Quit! Wy this #9 it may be to morrow thou 
Jhalt be ſlain. So that It is a very dangerous 
* thing for an nay man-to put off his Repentance 
8 da) longer : becauſe of the uncertainty of 
life it is fo. When once Death has civen the 


| fatal Blow, it's too late for the Sinner to 


think'of turning and making his peace with 
GOD. Tf it. 30. 1 8- They bh 4 £0 ann into the 
Pit cannot hope | for thy truth. The Sinner whoſe 
Body is gone down into the pit of Deach, and 
whoſe ſoul is gone down into the pit of Eter- 
nal Darkneſs, cannct hope that he ſhall ever 
be Conv erted , or that ever his ſoul ſhall 
be ſaved. And who knoweth how ſoon the Ar- 
row of Death may firike him! The Thun- 
der-bolt of Death may kill thee before another 
Morning. | Then turn from: thy fins zow. 1 
have diver times pnt you-in mind of an Ex- 
preſſion ofighat famous Miniſter of Chriſt, Mr. 
Bolton, who would ſometimes fay, 4 would not 
be in my unconverted (tate: again Gre acy, tho 7 
"#8ight ha 798” ab 118 world Kr it, ple happly death 
dk) 3 ; E ſroul id 


"Bimers ak to Foie + N VoIw.. 5 "vx k. 
frould come upon me that day, and fo my immor- } 
| ral ſoul be loft for ever, fad jt is'a dangerons ' 
thing for men to delay their Gonverſon, becauſe 1 
the longer they delay it, the more unlike are - } 
5 they everto beconverted. Sinner It 3$ poſſi» 
ble and moſt probable that now or never is thy 1 

time to repent in. The longer thou doſt de- ? 

| "lay, the more unwilling and the more unable 
to turn art thou lige to be. For Satan will |} 
get. faſter hold on thy fonl ; and the _ 3 
he has held his Poſſaſion the more difficult 4 
will his Departure be: We read of one in the 2 
Goſpel, that the Divel was caſt out of him - 3 
\_ wWithexceeding Difficuity, and when It was af-, } 
ked 99w 1 ong 45 it ago fince this came to bim X 
Anſwer was made, of a child. Mar; 9. 2x, 
Thus where the Divel has a long time held #7 
his poſliiſion of a-foul, its a hard matter to 
get him out. And SJ1N as weil .as Sathan 

| will have deeper rooting and. ſtronger Þ old. .1 
on the ioul, if Converſion be delay ed, The Þ 
fins of men are like Bonds upon their ſouls; It. 

| was ſaid to Sizon Magus, I hou art'm rhe bond 4 
of 1niqaity. Now the longer men "continue 

in fi, the ſtronger do they make that woo 2 
bond : they will find.their ſouls fo tetterid.in } 
the bloody chains of {in, as that it. vill hea + 

- wonder it ever they get looſe Jer. 12. 2:3. Een 7 

| ae Ethiopian change his Skin, or the. ops Shi Fo 
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ſpots ? Fu may ye al at do good that « are —"_Y 

' med to do evil. Can it be ?: it would be ſtrange 
if it ſhouly - Such 2 thing, will be a- kind of a 
| Miracle. The ſinner is in a grave.: Every 
Sin he doth commit is as it were another 
ſtone egit upon that grave which will make his 
Reſivfection the more difficult. And there is 
Infinite danger in mens delaying their Conver- 
fion, leſt God ſhould ſay of them as He did of 
| the old world of ungodly ones, who deferred 
their Repentance, Ger. 6. 3. My ſpirit ſhall 
| Not alwayes firive with man. Or as it wes laid 
of Jeruſalem, Ezek. 24- 13. Becauſe I have 
| purged thee, and thou waſt not purged, then ſpalt* 
ot be purged from thy filtbineſs any more, till I 


WF havecanſcd my fury to reſt upon thee. It may be 


thy delayes may provoke God to inflict ſpirit u- 
al Judgments upon thee ; to give thee up ta 
Judicial Blindneſs and, Hardreſs of heart. There 
is a moſt awful paſiage 1 in the Evangelical Pro- | 
8 Tſaiab, which Scripture is often menti- 
_oned in the New-Teſtament, to ſhew that 
Sinners under the Goſpel are greatly Concern- 
* ET in it, V1z. that Chapt. 6. 10. Make the heart 
of this people fat, and make their ears brauy, and 
« \ſhur their eyes ;, leſt they. ſee with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and underſtand with (their 
| heart, and coxvert and | ve healed. If God ſhould 


' tay of thee,” There's foch a Gnner, | WP | 
lon 
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ſong time called upon him ra the Miniſtry of 
the Word, to turn from his evil way, 6 he : 
has delay' d his Repentance from one year to 
another : ; therefore I am now reſolved that he 
ſhall zever be converted, and that my Word. 
for the future ſhall have no other cffect upon 
him but to harden his heart and aggravate | 
his eternal Condemnation. I fay, if God _ 
ſhould thus reſolve concerning thee, He would | 
be ;z/7, and thou for ever miſerable, - © treme 
| ble leſt thy ſinful delayes ſhould provoke the 
| Lord to ſay of thee, as He did of the baxren Fig 1 
tree at. 21.19. Les 30 fruit grow on thes 2 
' beace forward for ever. _— 


I 
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Conſider, 6. How many ſouls have been eters A 
nally rained by delayns. We reed of Felix 
what Conviffions and what an awakned Con, 
ſcience he had under Paz/'s Preaching: He 
had fad thoughts with himſelf that except ha ? 
did repent, and turn from his Intemperance | 
and his unrighteous way, it would go 1ll with + 
him at the day of Judgemem; But Delayes | 
proved the Ruin of his foul : He {aid go'thy, | 
way for the time, and when 1 have 4 convenient .. 
feajon 1 will ſend for- thee. AQt. 24. 25, And 
thus it is with moſt of them that periſh: nodes 44 
the Goſpel. There are few men; that live 
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Hinors dupe 7 to Nom NOW. . 


muſt repent of ſin, but they purpoſe to do it 


{ - their ſouls are eternally ruin'd e're they are 
* -a'wvare. Hell 1s full of dc/aying Sinners, The 
'Devil has not a greater ſtratagem to ruin ſouls 


#o morrow, Will never repent at all. Therefore 
, Tie Devil S Ereat Delien is, to periwade the 
Sinner ſtill to deferr his Repentance until 70- 
O0r10W, thak lo it may zever be, 


Let theſe Conſiderations araken every one 


 Ffhac is in a State of Sin, New to turn and live. 


T keTe arc iome of you that have continued a 
2G "g time in a natural unregenerate eſtate : 
F Er2aps you have lived in the world, 30, or 40, 
Cr ic may be ji=ty years, and in an unconverted 
\eftote to this aay. Itis time to ſeek the Lord, 
\ *Tis high time for you to conſider your wayes 
F £19 to look about you. Think not with thy 
cf, tle repert when come to lye down up- 
on-my- fick bed. How doſt thou know that 
T8908 fait 1:2 upon a ſick bed at all? It may 
'be ſome ſudden Stroak will take thee oat of 
the world, and where will thy ſoul be ther ? 
| Cr if thou Touldeſt be viſited with Sickneſs, 
E = Flais 15 oo ny time to repent in. perhaps 
| \ 739 ei. then {e wunta ad with thy mouth, and 


Wd 4 + 
bt 9h. 8 
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4 Þat they have Convidtions ; They know they 


'tereafter ; and fo by deferring the MAttET » | 


- *by than this. He that will never repent while 


Tas #5 atter 


( 


" flatter him wit tþ thy lips. $Sick:bed-Repentangs I 
is very fſeldome true. How often do we ſee, 
\ that Sinners on ſick beds make fair promiſes, 


_ thy deparcing foul going into the other woride 


the firſt of thy ripe fruits, Exod. 22. 29: i 
who are yet in your {ins, that you 7 urn NOW. 
more. ' Suppoſe that were true ; Is it not bet- 
A [ROTE time, and then to De. in falxefs of 5 Joy N 2 


4 «ſhore life and @ wir: 3a "bus afiorm args thy i ſoak | | 
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to God and man, but when they are recovers 
ed they b:come as bad or worſe than ever they 
were before. Yes, and it niay be then thou! 
wilt cry oat, 4t is 700 late row. Did you never 
hear of a man who delaying his Repentance 

Lil he came to I!2 upon b's tick bed; when'he 7 
Was. toid he matt repent of {in, replyed; al  } 
fo? Late; and wien he was exhorted to pray une 
to God for pardon of his pac tranigreſions, 
he made ihe lame reply. .c# © le! If | had 
hearkned to this Conniti fooner, It had been 
hap7 7. for me, 536 _ 3 £20 laie now ! If thon 
dela oil Ly Repenrance til then, perhaps his 
Wi De tn5 bitter Cry when thou ſhalt feck 


And You that are young, Remember * US iy 
the Scripture iaith, 7 ow ſnalt not aclay tc Je 7 


ſheech, 1 exhort i, Lcharge every foul of 704; 
SAy- not, but ibea 17 rm2f8 HEWVET ſee- merry PS, 


ter to live a mournful life. in-this! world for. 


$0 "Boer angie 6 ts | repenr + N ow. 


' Ko ſmoke for it in the ever-burning lake ? 
- T have read of a man who when he lay on his 


i Joe! the pleaſures of Syn for a ſhort ſeaſon, and 

' mow I midſt be ts torment for it, for more than mil. 
lions of millions of ages. Oh conſider of it: 
And remember alſo, that no man has any true 

Joy or ſolid Comfort, in any thing until ſuch 
| timeas he bath turned from! his fins, and made 
b. his poace with God, through Jeſus Chriſt. 


'To Direct and Help you here, 


; 1. Praflife 7 that great Duty of Self-Exami. 
| mation. Lock into thy heart: and way, and 
| ſee if there. be not Ge ſin, which thou muſt 
of neceſſity turn from, or dye for it. Some, 
- Qheir Sins are fo notorious: that they cant but 
i Know that they live in ſin. Swearers, Sabbath- 
# ** 'Þreakers, Drunkards, unclean perſons and ſuch 
© _ ike, they cannot but know that they muſt Re 
| pent or periſh. But then there be others, who 
are of a civil, blameleſs Converſation before 
Ten, and theſe are mors apt to be deceived. 

But ſearch thy heart, and- perhaps thon wilr 
| Find that Sin reigns there. It may be there is 
* . fome ſin of Commiſion which thou liveſt in, 


| Onion perhaps thou doſt live in the Neglect 


PRONy 


Peath-bed, uttered this Expreſſion, 1 have en- 


4 - "which thy heart delights in. Or ſome fin of 
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before the Lord, 


. EI ee Eee detent pnmpun 
« - - 


to thy Teflimonics : I made befte and delays} - © 


of Prayer from day to day, Lam: 3. 40. Eth 
775 ſearch and try oxr Waits, \and turn agam tq 
the Lord. If men would ſearch impartially, 
they would be more likely to turn. Alas many 
do not turn, becauſe they think that wotk is 

done already ;-whenas they have turned only *' 
from ſome ſins, and not from a8. Take heed F 
leſt ſome ſecret unknown. fin which thou art 
unwilling to ſee prove the ruin of thy ſoul; - | 
O. for the Lords fake be not deceived - And _ 
therefore examine your own hearts and eftates 


2, Set your ſelves ts conſider ſeriouſly of thoſe 
things wherein your ſouls, and everlaſting eftxits 
re concerned; Sinners are apt © put off alt 


good Exhortations, by ſaying, they cantvr cons Þ 
vert themſelves. True, but you may ufc the | 
meanes ; of which Serious Confideration' is | | 
none of the leaſt. You may Conſider and Pom. Þ 
acr of things between God and your 6wn Þ 
fouls if you-will ; and who'knoweth but that - 
the effeft of it may be Converſion. David *Þ? 
tnentions this as the reaſon of his Turnine 
into the wayes of. God. P/al. r19. 59, Pry 
/ thought on my wayes 4nd turned my fer uhh 


"_ 


not # keep thy Commandments, 'If men wore © 
rink, belike they would turn, Serious Cotte 3 
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2. "Whbers bebe to orejen Now 


Conſideration would canſe them to make haſte 
end not delay their Repentance. The finners 
in Semaria perliſted in their evil; way, why ? 
it is laid, 4 ney conſider rot in their hearts that 
I rememier all their MERA fs, Hiſ, 72. Ia 


Sinner would goe alone and conſider in his hears 


that Sod has taken notice of- all his fins. and 
- will one. day Call him to an account for every 
one of them; without Repentance ; It may be 
that would awaken him fo, as thar' he oula 
ammediately turd from his exilway. - Oh that 
you would go alone, & think with your ſelves, 
-every one of 30u that are yet in your fins, If 
þ ſhonld ty this night whet wouid become of 
my poor ſ{cul? , If.a finner would but conſider 
the danger that he is in ; and that his immors- 
tal foul is bangivg over the mouth of Hell 
ply wa the rotten thread of a frail life, if that 
hreak;{as it may thenext moment. ) down falls 

ziSfqul into the Bottomleſs pit. 1 fay; if dinners 
mere bur conſider this, they would ſurely make 
as-great haſt out; of their lins, as ever Lo did 


out of Sodom, - 
42 TInthe Lord's Name and frength, rake wp 
- 


are .many that have faint purpoſes that way, 
Þut. they. do'nt come np to a full Reſolution: 
Auſtin in his Confeſſions ack nowledpgeth that it: 
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m Reſolufion now to 1:91 from ſm. There 


Tutning from his evil way, but ſtill put it 4 


' and I ſhall be turned, 


"Sin rnners ought to epent Now. 65 F 


until 60D came in mightily upon bes heart , 


' as he read that Scripture Ko. 13. 11, 12» 


Now it is high time to awaks ont of ſleep, the night 

is far ſpent the day is at hand, ©c. And' then 
he ſaid, Why not NOW Lord | * I have rRonght 
with wy ſelf many a time, I would turn from my, 
evil way, ſometime hereafter, but why not now 
Lord * and from that hour he was fixedly 
and for ever rejolved againſt every fin. 

Q Jer thy heart within thee reſolve ſo too. 


And thereiore reſolve zow upon. Prayer \ tw 


God that it may be ſo. Reſolve to continue 
praying as E; brain did, Turn thou me 0 Laid, 
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There ſhall be a Day of Judgement: 
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MATTH. X. 15: 


N Fefrut be anore rolerable for the Land of S$odbih 
} = Gomiorrha ir the Day of Jaagement, than 
: [0 that Cs 3 WS 


N this Chapter we have both the Commiſ= 
... ſox, and the /nfr«tions which the Apoſt- 
les received from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
when they were firft ſent forth to preach the 
Goſpel. The Lord inſtructed them unto whom 
they. ſhovid firft go and naake a tender of the 


Goſpel : Only to the Jewes, and ngt. to the 

Gentiles, anti] ſuch time as it m"_ » ſeen” 
K. - * | whether the Jewes would accept. thereof or 
| po. In-the preceding verſe the Lord diredts 


em how they Noule behavy themſelves t0- 
For 
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towards. ſach & ;awotld-rejedt -thery and their 
Dodrme, WA. Tr they ſhould: ſhake off the 
duſt of their feet againſt them 3. and we. find 
ehat- in after times the A poſtles praftiſed-ac- 


as. any: rleathen, and (therefore :fuch' as they 
would no more hold Communion with ; but? 
that they would go away from them, and. Car: 


better Reception . | The Jewes looked upon» 


of Heathen Lands to be. impure ,, yea yt 


gy they might not touch. Hence hy 

ing "the duſt of their feet agaidlf them? they 
would {ignifie that they- were ſuch'Stmners a; 
did defile the _yery gronnd' they! tiod: UPON, | 
: and ſo as abominable as any Heathen. 
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a wi 100 there are Two. Thin 83 £005: 
| tained, 
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Yhich ſhall come upon them that deſpiſe" 


dom-and Gomorrha than for ſuch. | Sododn! nd: 


rage $116 he cagll terible Enunlc Dane 5 


; cording Iy- AZ, I 3» 5 I. Whereby they dex ER | 
KP: that they looked upon ſuch: Perſons. tho” br 
Tjraclites , as "proghane and ay. abominable by 


| ry the Goſpel to' others who. would cite: it a 3 


the very. earth or \duſt-which was brought ous 3 
as. unclean as the Aſhes of x dead: Carcaſs, | If 


t- - A/Declaration-of the grievous puniſh- 
the Golpels. It ſhall be more tolerable for $0- ] 
Gomorrhe are inftanc'd in, becauſe theyiwere: 4 
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, 66 of Finds 
- Fendvince that ever was in'the ; world.« 
2, When this puniſhment ſhall be eld; 


_ viz. fit: the Day of Judgment. Hence the 
words are Spoken in the futgre Tenfe 7 Figs 


Sodom & Gomorrha, fo that a Punifhment'yer 
80 come on the Sodomites is ſpoken of. 


I ſhall only 1 mention Three as being the prin- 
cipal. - 
DOCT. t. That there ſal be a dy of Judge 
ment. , 

| Dodt: 24 That ar the day of Judgment all ſin- 
: mers ſhall not; ſuffer alike, but ſome will have 
WM fi farr' more intolerable Pniſment than others 
© -Doth'3 gl : That they who have deſpiſed the of- 
' fer of the.Gofpel ſhall at the Day of Tudiment 
b fall unaer the heavieſt CON DEMN ATION. 


At preſent only concerning the firſt of theſ: 
Dotrines, .. Viz That there foal be a day of 

Tudg ment. | 
For the:ciearing of this DoQttine, there ire 
three things to = enquired into:  t. How it 
daes appear that* there ſhall be ſuch a 'day: 
” 3. Whatkindof day it will be. 3. The Rea- 
ton why there muſt be tek a day, ES? 
3 WR 1, How does-ie appear that vin wks 
00 
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not ſaid; it is, but it ſhall bemore tolerable for” 


The Words afford unto ns feveral Dottrities, = 


ws ha be « . lad +5, Sudan: 


bei Day of Judgement ? ? 

. ANSW, 1. The Scripture dves abundantly | 

bear witneſs to this trmh. In the Old Teſta= + 
. ment there are many Teſtimonies concerning. '} 

a Judgment Fo come. Sol in the Book of Pfalms= ! 
as in Pſal. 50. 3, 4. and 96. 13. , not to 
mention other places, And the Prophets, Tt 
Ipecial Iſaiab, Daniel, Malachi ſpeak expreſ- = 
ly and diſtinftly of this Judgment. Hence 
the Jews themſelves acknowledge that there _ } 
will be a general Day of Judgement. But ine + 
the New eftament this ( as well as many other, ; 
great Truths ) is more clearly and abundan 5 3 
ly made known. Yea, the Form of Judgme 
Is there NINE, as in the Latter end. of ths ; 


2. The Light of N, ature, ad that FO "I 
which is in mes, ſhewtth that there muſt needs be _ 
Judgement to come. Conſcience is. a mang _ | 
judg ment of kimſelf , as ſubjeCted to the 3 
Judgment of God. The A -oſtle ſheweth that: 3 
the Gentiles doe by nature ras things comtain= 4 
ed in.the Law ; their Conſcience bearing wit= 
neſs, and their thou ghts accuſing or excuſing +; 
6 tbe mean while h. ce. until the day come that | 
God {hall judge the ſectets. of men' by. Jeſus * 
arfit.  Rom.-2. 15. 16... Before the-{ ad 1 
ay 4 of Jufgnoipons, they ars judging ade | 


— » ww” We 4 - wy wv. 


' 68 "Thee ral - 4 dey of Judgrmew. 
E impleading themſelves,  Fhere is a day of 
E . judgement kept in the Conſcience; which prov- 
" eth that God will have a Day of Judgement 
for all men. 1f men were not to be judged by 
God, they would never enter into judgement 
3 with themſelves. Hence there are ſecret, aw- 
{+--- ful-fears upon the ſpirits of Sinners with re- 
* Fpect unto this Day : Yea ſometimes in the 
worſt of finners. When Felix heard Paul rea- 
foning concerning Righteouſneſs and Tempe- 
Yance and FUDGMEN 1 to come. he tremb- 
| Jed Mt. 24. 25. Eſpecially when Sinners 
E ty upon fick- beds,” and Death-beds, Conſci- 
- ence tells them they muſt appear before the 
| Judgment ſeat of the GREAT GOD and 


anſwer for ail the evils they have done. ' Or - 


af men commit any ' great ſin, conſcience tells 


them, they mull to Judgment for that fin. He * 


that ſhall tell a Lye againſt his Conſcience, or 
” commit any ſuch grievous fin, has that in his 
| Own breaſt ( a Conſcience. ) which is a Preacher 
; of Judgement to him, becauſe of that Sin. 
3: The Providence of God does o order matters 
in the World, as that we may from thence con- 
och that there will be 4 Day of Judpment. 
. He permits wromg Judgment. to. paſs a- 
Hiodk men'in the wor 14: © Guilty men'ar8 here 


Eequaereds, and innocent. men are _oftentiries 
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FT ot PELIL ETA | Eon dd from 
that Cot: JING oy that things will 
_ one day be called oyer. again, and another 
fudgrieii be. palled by Him who is. the Sy= 
Pream and righteous JUDGE of all the world. ? 
; Ecclefe, 3..16. Great. and Heinous ſinners do ' - } 
! ſometimes eſcape puaiuegens not only from | 
' * men; but, from the Hand of God- in this 
| world. Thougir ſome ſuch are puniſhed to 
| 


ſhew there is 2 Providence, yet others eſcape 
iy & that there is. a. Judgment to. cons. 2 
FM Se 2+. F 
| "a *h What kind af ary nil the Yay: of b 
Judgment be : Foy 0 
| Anſw. 1. 1: will be agreat Day. Fude Spies 
[ - 1 Re ql of the "Fud IT HIENT. of.. the great day. "VELs. [0 
| Hence 1t:15 called that day. 2. Tom. 1.12». 
There never was ſuch, a day before, ang. \ acre 
© never ſhall he ſucha day after this, Its yIck 
| the dayof God. 2. Pet, 3.10, 12. Great. emi- 
' "Naſt things are Cxpr eld, OY the Namg4 Gog 
{| © in5Scripture,. WA 1462 oo 
; At will dea great day, . 7, 4D: relpectr Opt 
Y; freat Multitude, which | L IT 1h | DE. 1Qg4 
The whole. world.: . God bath- appoin{ed 14 
4. - ihergn He Will judge. the wortd.. AE: f In 4 
l i ſe Nations, yea 2 Nations ſhall be.gathgl 
; befaxe_ His. Judgement," ſeat. Mats. þ 
| Wc as ſhall be found alive 
_ _ 
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© There fat b be a a da 


3 F . 0h when the Judge ſal come RE fron 
| Heaven, but ſuch as are ead, whoſe ſouls have 
'deen Thouſands of years either i in Heaven or 


TE Whatagreat day will that be, when all the 
| |  Tnen that ever were in the world or that ever 
+ hall be, mult every mothers Chitd of them 


Ereat G OD! All good men ſhall be-judged 
tho' not condemned. Afar. 25. 34. and. all 
Picked men, Kev, 20. The ſea gave yp the dead 
which were jn it, and death and bell delivered up the 
dead which were in them & they were iudged every 
Iman according to thew works, Nay, the Angels 
'F that have ſinned ſhall then be judged. They 
435 '2are reſerved for- everlaſting Chains unto the 
Lt _ Judgement of that great day. Therefore it 
i5' that” the Apoſtate Angels tremble at the 
*F Thoughtof this day: When they faw the Son 
EE of Goa they ' cryed and roared and ſaid, Art 
tf - Zhou come ro torment #s before « our time ? Mat, 8. 
$9. They know that there are hotter chains 
reſerved "or them, than thoſe which at pte- 


I makes all the Devils in Hell to tremble % 


 Lreat Poſeovery.: Hence it. is called a day. In 
'the Night things ly hid, but in the ay y they 


re difcovered'; So'in the dark night | of this. 


yt RG 


7, when; 


Hell, muſt then to Judgement. 2. Tim. 4- 1: 


appear ' before the Judgment Seat of the .. 


Jentthey are in; and the diſmal thought there * 
2: The day of Judgement will be” T day of 
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15g the Myſtery of. Redemptionz; and the 


covery of mer in that day. The Spiritual and 
Eternal eſtes of all (- which are tiow-known: 
ta Gad onely ) will thenibe made manifeſt te 
the whole world. - It will begleett who were 
ſheep and who were goats : who were Wheat 


and who were Tares.; who were'-wiſean- - | 
ns . EO "of | 3H $ 
who .were fooliſh. Virgins. Many. that- have 


made a great Profeſſion, that walked in Fal- 
lowſhip with the people of God, that:fate 


downgrith them - at . the Lord's Table, -wilk * 


then he found ſtanding art the left; hand of Je+ 


{us -Chriſt, and their Hypocrifie diſcovered.” - | 
And it will be a Day of great Diſcovery, as te . 
he Workes of men. Eccle/. 12. 14. For God ©} 
1an bring every work, into Fudgement, With every” || 


ſecret thing, whether it be good or whether. it be 6 
vit.* Secret Thefts, ſecret Uuncleaneſſes,' Se- 
cret Adplirigs, all will come out, apd the whole 
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reſeat world, many. things are ynſeet\ and” 
ynkgownwhich then all the world ſhall ſee &. "+ 
now- Luc. 12. 2. Jt will be a day:'6f great 
liſcovery in reſpe&- of the works and: Diipen- 
fations of God, - Henee ,'tis-called.a day of Res: . 
lation, Rom. 3. 5; The Works of Creation 
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. ſrange Myſteries of Providence, and Wiſdom, | 
- and Righteauſneſs of God inall,-will-then be. | 
revealed ro the: Admiration'of men.and Ans 
gels for gyer- There will alſo hea great Diſc 
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+ World: ſhall hear of thoſe things 
|. - of Judgment.” Yeh; 'the- very 7 ken of men 
- will be diſcovered. -The ſecrets'of all hearts 
will be diſcloſed in that day/1. Cer. 4:5. The 
good Defignes and gracious purpoſes 'which 
have been inthe hearts bf holy men, the Lord 
Jeſus will thet' reveal them hg ſpe ak of thets 
to their' praiſe, before*a the World. - And 
ft evil paroles, and/wicked thoughts which 
have beertin'the hearts/ of ungodly men ſhall 
o_ boxatof, ' to thety everlaſting ſhame. = 
b- £2 The. Day of of mn will be to ihe Un. 
| belceving world a mo Tot terrible day. Hence 
| It's expreſſed 1 in the Scripture by that of the 
terrour of the' Lord, 2. Cor.. 5. 11. There have 
*bia terrible Types, & forerunners of this 'dread-= 
al day:*-'Thoſe leſſer days'of judgment, Which 
| have beer in the world; 'when God has called 
whole Nations to ani account? and executed 
Judementupon them, were 'Types and#fore- 
Tabor the Genera Judgment ; and thence 
* - are ir the' Scripture ſet forth by: Expreflions 
: Eeftiich are:moſt proper: toi the oreat” and Taft 
1 | Judpement. "The | Terrour of this day, no 
heart 18'able to conceive, nor tongue able to 
- expreſs.” Bot 1t aPPcars elpegially - In 4 Par- 
Oye.” 
3, 16-4hat it-will be a Pitry day. - "This'vi- 
CH {ible 


fo Pure 


itt oor Is nin to a ey Deſttu uc- 
tion, one by Water, the other by Fire: that 
by water was accompliſh'd on the old world 
in the Dayes of Noah; the other by Fire wilt 
take ice at the day of Judgment. 2. Pet. 38 

. The Heavens & the earth are reſerved mito fire 
againſt the day of judgement. & ver. 12. Look- 
ing for the coming of the day of God, wherein the' 
heavens being on fire ſhall be difoloed, & the Ele- 


rents ſhall melt with fervent hear, The Scrip- 


tures both of the Old "and , of the' New Teſ- 
tament ſpeak of this fire. Pſat. 50.3. 1ſats 
66. 15, 16. The Day of fadgmictr W1ll, be- 
Ein with flaming' fire. Dan: 7. 9, 10. 2. Theſ: 
hy Yea, and e#d fo too, Kev. 20. g. Now 
Site a terrible day will that be, when all the 
earth ſhall burn at once, 'and the Heavens be 
all on a light flame alſo ! Rh 
\ 2. There will be the moſt terrible, AMAZ- 


Ing. »o;fe that ever was heard in the world. 


2. Pet. 2. 10. But the aay of the Lord will Cone 
as 4 thief in the night, in the which the heavens 
ſhall paſs away With a great 70;je, The very noife 
6f the fire which then ſhall prevail every where: 

will be terrible to hear. If a Town be on fire,” 
what a noiſe docs it make ! The Rattling of 
the Flames is terrible to hear. But what then- 
will it be, when all the World ſhall be on fire # 

What, al Amazing noiſe will thoſe rattling 
flames. 


- . will be then the moſt terrible 000 and 
- L.ightnings that ever were known. If whe n 


YÞ Mw es Ko all Wo apices fem over! 1. 


zo 


; _ the Lord came down to publiſh the Law on 
\ - mount. Sinai, there were Thunderings and 


= Lightnings, fo that all the people 1n the _ 


& trembled ; how mych more when He ſhal 

 FCometo judge. the breakers of that Law. And 
what fearful © out-cries and roaring Lamentati- 
ons will amazed Sinners make in eyery Cor- 
ner of the world ! As undopbtedly they did 
in the Old World, when they ſaw that the 
windows from on high were opened, and there 
was no eſcaping that flood of death which was 
round about them. So it will be much more 
. hen Sinners ſhall hehold. a flood, a River, a 


Sr of F IRE and Brimftone that. they no: 


zoe from- | 
At the Day of Judgement there will be 
ae moſt terrible Deftruttjon and Devaſtation 
F that ever was. All the wicked in the world ſhall 
| then be deſtroyed. Hal. 4. 1. For behold the 
{3 dey comtth. that ſhall burn a5 an over, and all the 
proud, yea a#d all that Go wickedly ſhall be ſtubs 
ble, and the day that cometh ſhall burn them #p, 
f# :th the Lord of Hoſts, Therefore the day of 
Tndgment 1s called the day of Perdition of in- 


Foaly men. 2. Pet, 3. 7 And there will be a 
terible DeſtruAion + not Xt only of yoo but of 


. her 
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other creatures in "ths I. wherein the P5-o 


- wens being on fire ſhall be diſſolved, and the ele- 
ments ſhall melt with fervent heat. VET. 12. The | 


Greek word tranſlated Elements is stojkeia , , 
a ct Hoſts: All the Hoſt of crea- 


tures which are in this lower heaven ſhall at  ; 


the day "of judgment be no more able to, live 


than if they were ( as indeed they ſhall'be in) 


a furnace of fire, whoſe fervent heat cannot 
he endured, And the Apoſtle faith, that che 
earth alſo, and the workes which are therein ſhall 
be burnt uy. There are living creatures there- 
on, Beaſts of the field, and creeping things. 
There are works of Nature, Trees, Herbs Er. 
And there are works of Art, Houſes, Towns, 
Cities, &c. © Theſe ſhall all be conſumedart the 


laſt day y. What a terrible day will that be 


- when there ſhall not be a houle left ftanding * 


in all. the world ! 

4+ The Bay of judgment wilt be conduded 
with the Pronunciation and - Executioft of a 
moſt terrible Sentence upon! all Chriſtles Sin- 
ner. | The man whom God has ordained to 3 


to. judge the world, ( 4. c. his Son Jeſus Chriff ) 
' will then pronounce a Sefitence of crernal death 


upon as many as ſhall be fonnd in theix. : | 
Sins. How will their Hearts ake;,, and- F 


"every joint Tremble, when they ſhall : 
rv (hat Sentence wherein Frery word does. 
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75 There ſhall be a day of Judgment 
breathe forth Death,and fire ar. 25 41. De- 


. part from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepar- 


ed for the devil and his angels.  Th&e will be 


' _ No appealing from this Sentence , nor ſhall it 
_ £ver be, reveried. And the Sentence will no 


ſooner be pronounced, but Execution will be 
dane.immediately. For the angels of Heaven 


F will beall ſtanding by, and ſee it done forth- 


a LP ” * d 


* Mith.:. The Sentence is, That finners muſt be 


burnt. ro death for ever, that they muſt be 
thrown alive into the lake which burns with 


T* fire: and Brimſtone.. ' The Holy Angels will 
+ Hiethis done. "They. are the Reapers that 
+ ſhall gather the Tares together, and bind them 

't An bundles to burn them. ar. 13. 30. - 


\ 


<..::3...4 he day of Judgement will be unto true Be- 


Teevers on Jeſus Chriſt a 200d Day - It will be 
'to. them. a day of Rejoicing Phil. 2. 16. A 
Lomfaxtable day, 1. Theſ. 4. 18. For, . 

_.t. [twill be to thema day of Salvation Heb. 9. 28 
And indeed, The Salvation of believers is not 


C77 


conſummated before that day. Its true, that 


their, ſouls are.in perfet Bleſſedneſs as*-foon 
as they'depart out.of this world. Therefore 


4 LA 


the - Apoſtle ſpeakes of the Spirits of juſt mer 


ariage perfect. Heb 12. 23. ' But their Bodies: 


are, nor. glorified until the Day of Judgdment, 


-Q6L-Uy the Reſurrection at the laſt day 3 which 
—- i Wn | &. : - is 
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There ſhall be a day of Judgment. "oe 


5s therefore called the day of Pilots, Eph* 


4. 30. Rom. 8. 23, When that bleſſed £5 - 
ſhall dawn upon the world, the Saints of on 


ſhall never more be ſubje& to any miſery. 
-will be a time. of refreſhing from the wit. Wha: 


of theLord, A#. 3.19. A time of Reſt. 2. 


Theſ. 1. 7. And there ſhall be no more. for- 


row. Rev. 21: Aj 
2. Believers ſhall at the Day of Judgement = 
be publickly abſolved and acquitted from #4 


the guilt of all their ſins. A ſentence of Abſo: 
Lution will be paſſed upon them. They will be 


pronounced bleſſed; and there are none bleſ: 
| fed but they whoſe lins are forgiven. Mat. 25, 
.34: Hence the Scripture ſpeaketh of Sins be- 
ing forgiven in the world to come, h. e. at 
the Day of Judgement. Mar: 12.32. It is 
Controverted amongſt Divines, whether the 
ſecret ſins of Believers will be : at all ſpo ken 


.of at the day of Judgement': Some rink 


they ſhall zor, becauſe that would tend to 
their Reproach and ſhame. But there is much 
to be ſaid for the Affirmative, that they: ſhalt 
ſome of them be ſpoken of : For ſorne.* of the 
Ele&t, of. God did commit rheir ſins with fuch 
as are Reprobate ; ' now if the ſins of theſe. 
Reptobace muſt be ſpoken. of,” . then 2ſt the 
Sing ot the Elef, who had 1 x ſhip. 
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which are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. $. 1- 


4 grove. power. over xhe 


T They Shall reig 


7 hy halt be be A us wes ny 


Hot be condemned, nor any reproach caſt vp? 
on them for what they hive done. Ih point 
of condeniniation they ſhall be as if they had 
never ſinned. There 3s no condemnation to then 
There 


was Condemnition to them before they were 
xn Chriſt, bur ſince that, there neither is nor 
EVer ſhall be any Condemnation to them: 
They are without fault before the Throne, be- 
We the judgement ſeat of God. Rev. 14- 5: 


them At 3. 19. The Lord wo, will then 
tay to the true Bcliever, Tho' thou waſt guil- | 
ty of many and great lins, yet becauſe I Jy ed ; | 


for thee, arid thou didſt believe on me, thy 
ſins are all forgiven, and therefore do thou 
Tcjoice for ever. 

3, BEleevers ſhall at the dy of judgrnent be 


as fo many Kings with Crowns on their heads; 


Know you not that the Saints ſhall judg the world ? > 
x. Cor. 6, 2-- A Sceptre ſhall be put into-their 
hands Rev.2. 26,27..t0 him chat overcometh will 
be nations , and be Shall rule 
them with a rod of Ion. i. &. with a ſcex ptre, 
fn on the earth then, ; Rev, 5. 16 
Therk. are great diſputes ( concerning the reign 
iats of tlie With: Notlune B more 
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this lower WA world. under the whole heas 


there they ſhall reign. But they muſt not, 


- judgment or at the reſureCftion rhe aprige oe 
\ | ſhall have Dominion Pfal. 49.. 14. In the | 


There 6.2 k a of of Faber 5 2 k | 


Ulemly expreſſed in the Scriptiire than that the 
Saints of God ſhall one Qay polſleſs a glori- 
ous Kitigdorti Luk. 22: 29. And their Kingdom 
they ſhall not have in heaven only, but in 


ven : Dan. 7. 27. In the place where they ſer- 
ved God ad white they ſulfered for his Sake 


look for a Tettiporal Dominion in this world: : 
They muſt ftay till the KeſurretFion, and the. "I 
day of judgment, and then they ſhall reign .. 
In the morning. i .c. i the morning of the day. of . 


generation (- whereby the ReſurreCion 1s inten: 
ded ) they chall fit upon thrones Mat, 19. Ei 
Tho Clio only ſhall paſs the. Sentence. of. * 
death upon the reprobate world , yet the, 
Saints ſhall ſit with Him upon Thrones of 
j:dgemient, as Aſſiſtors and Es of a 
Judgement. 


Queſt. 3. Why muſt there Ao 4 day r TIN : 
eve 7 > 
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Holy as he is; that he does not. hate Sin with 
ſuch an infinite hatred and indignation as. in- 
deed He does: Therefore the Lord will have | 
a day of Judgement that fo all men gh 
ſee that He is glorious in Holineſs, Plal.'s 
21- : And to clear the Juſtice of God ; Gear 
ſinners do ſometimes proſper in the world : 
But therefore. a day of Judgment myſt come. 
wherein God w1:ll bring them forth and deal 
my them for all their wickedneſs.. Job. 2 1- 
#7. Wherefore do the wicked ljve, yea become 
mighey i in power ? Ver. 30, The wi icked j is reſerve 
ed to the day of deftrudtion, they ſhall be brought 
2 (3 in'the day of wrath. If they eſcape puniſh» 
4dr here, they ſhall have the greater puniſh- 
T Kent in the day of judgement, which is called 
» day of wrath. So will the Juſtice of God 
be cleared for ever. Hence it is called a day 
- of the revelation of the righteous judgement of 
God. Rom. 2. 5- q. d. The Righteouſneſs 
of God is not yet clearly revealed; but it ſhall 
be at that day. Then alſo will the Truth 
and Fairhfulneſs of God be vindicated. There . 
are many Threatygings i in the Word of God 
againſt wicked, paelſh. and .many Progitins to 
the Righteous WE Summe ard Scope © the 
mn Bible ig dedMed in thoſe few words,. 
ro the righteous, that it 
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Tine fall be a Day of Judgment, By | 
Fball be ill with bim. whenas for the preſent we 
Tee it'not ſo : As to outward coneerns it go- 
- | eth well with the wicked, and i! with the 
Righteons. Should good men have nothing 
bur what they receive in this world , they 
would many times be of all men the moſt mſe= 
rable. 1. Cor. 15. 19 Therefore "there muſt 
be a ReſurreCtion and a day of judgement. ÞF 
Things at preſent are very much out of order. ; 
The proud are called happy ; and ſuch as fear *? 
God are trampled upon by the foot of Pride. + 
Hence there muſt be a day of judgement whety 2 
all ehings ſhall be ſet to rights : which may. 4 
be the reaſon why the day of judgement is cal= 
| ed the time of the reftitution of all things, -AOt4 
3. 21. "Thus will the glory of God be vindis 2 
cated, in the ſight and hearing of Heaven an# #4 
Earth. Sang EN oe oy on DY. 
- "Real. 3. There muſt be a day of jndgenent _ : 
that ſo Jeſus Chriſt, the ſon of God may be glori= © 
fied before all men and Angels. - For Ghriſt iv 
the perſon whom God the Father has appoin=- : 
ted to be the judge of the World. AF 17:31 

Flt Vuh appointed a day inthe which he will. qndos 

#be world in righteouſneſs, *by that man whom He 
hath ordained, whereof be hath given aſſurance to: | 
all mtr. i that he bath raiſed him. from the 4ea# * 
Chrift's Reſticre&tion is an evidence of this.., 2 
Ris Exabagien brgan in tis RerreAion: v'& 
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{ may from thence conclude that the laſt degres 
- - of His Exaltation. which is in His ſitting .to 
' Judge the world at the great Day , will in the 
appointed time take place. Tt 1s ſaid concer- 


ming Joſhah, ( who in that as well as in ma- 


ny other reſpects was a Type of Chriſt ) Or 
that day the Lord magnified Joſhuah in the ſight 
of all Iſrael. Chapt. 4.14. Soon the Day 
of Judgement, God will magnifie His Son Je- 
Jus Chriſt in the ſight of all the world. God 
| Ayill have all the world to know, that His Son 
' . 8s more than a man ;. that the honour due to 


God ſhall be given to him. Therefore - hath . 


| He made Him the Judge of all. Joh. 5. 22, 

 -23. The Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 

'  wnitted all judgement to bis Son, that all men _ 
' TBoxour the ſor, even as they honour the 

+ wgher. Moreover, Chriſt will come to judge the 

| world in greateſt State, Majeſty and Glory that 


e&r, and in great GLORY. Hence His ſecond 
* Coming 1s called His glorious appearance, Tit. 
' 2.13- He will command an Herauld to blow 


the Trumpet, and to ſummon all the world 


4 appear before Him ; and this Herauld ſhall 
Þe no leſs than an Angel, yea an Arch-Angel, 


x. dheſ. 4. 16. For the Lord Himſelfe hall 


ecrd from been with 6 ſhow, wh the ths 


ather 


Ever was, Or that can be conceived. Afar. 24. 
30. They ſhall ſee the Son of man coming in pow= 


* 
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"Vw ſoalt oy 4 WEI of Judgments oF © 
voice of the Arch-Angel and with the trump of 
God, A_moſt glorious Retinue will then at- 
tend and wait upon Him. All the Arycls 
in heaven ſhall come down from thente [0 
wait WP the Son of God in that Day, 47 «: 

25. The Son of man shall come in his glory 
and a the holy Angcls with Him. Hence Dat- 
el in his Viſion of the Day of Judgement, be=- 
held a Thouſand Thouſand miniſtring to Him, 
and ten Thouſand times ten Thoufand ſtood 
beiore him. Yea, and all the Sarrts in hea- 
ven ſhall come down from thence to wait up=-. 
on the bleſſed Son of God- 1. Theſ. 3. 13. At: 
the coming of our Lord Jeſus with all His Saints 
Yet more, All the Sairits then found alive ont 
the Earth, ſhall be miraculouſly caught up in- 
to the Air, to i meet the Lord: at His coming, 
Chapt 4. 17. | As when a great Perſon is com 
ing to this or that place, many go out to meet: 
him ; 19 when the Son of God ſhall viſit this 
lower world with His Perſonal preſence, alE 
the Saints on Earth ſhall zee Him in the 4 
Air. And this may be the true meaning of | + 
that Scripture Luk. 17, 34. where Chriſt ſaithy © 
In that night there ſhall be two rien in. one bed, 
the one shall be taken and the other left. One 
ſhall be take and caught up by the holy An 
sels to meet the Lord Jeſus in the air, an$ 


Us Wer = op 3 ] bc left to Peri 1 ig that 'Fire. 
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which ſhall then conſume the world. More- 
- over, At the Day:;of Judgement; the Sort of 
GOD ſhall fit upon a moſt glorious Throne, 


7j04us Throne : $0 that He will reign then vi- 
Gbly before the world. It is moſt true, that 
Chriſt reignsnow in Heaven, but the greateſt 
Part of the Children of men in this world, do 
not know nor believe that : But therefore at 


the Day of judgment He ſhall reign in the vi-" 


ſevle, lower world. Fer. 23. 5- A King ſpall 
reign and proſper and execute Judgment and juſ- 
rice in: the carth, Chriſt's Judging the world 
belongs to his Kingly Office, Math. 25. 34. 
Henee the Diſpenſation 4 Jadgement i is Called 
His Kingdom, 2. Tim. 4. 1. The holy Pro- 
'Phets of Old have ſpoken magnificently concer- 
 Hing the Reign and Kingdom of the Meſſiah. 


"thoſe divine Predi&ions ſhall be manifeſt to 
all. men. \ Then will Chriſt appear to be the 
ereateſt and moſt glorious Monarch that ever 


was. The world has look'd npon the King of - 


Perſia as a mighty Monarch, becauſe he reign- 
ed over- a hundred and ſeven and twenty 
Provinces, Ee. 1, r. -But Chriſt ſhall reign 
over «ll Nations, from one end of the earth 


to ue other.  Ekore ſhall be giveit- to-Him 


Dominion 


pom BH wc > rowers 


Matth. 25. 31. Then hall He ſit upon the 
throne of His glory, that is to fay, His moſt glo- 


At the Day of judgment the Truth of all 
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-- *: 7 -: ne here ſhall be 4 any of Tudgement; 3% 
Dominion and glory, and a Kingdom that alÞ 
People, Nations and Languages ſhould ferve 


4, 
- 


_— 


oy 
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vile reproaches which are'caſt upon them 3, 


Him, His Dominion is an everlaſting Domi- 
nion which ſhall not paſs away. The Lord 
ſhall be King over al the earth, in that day 


Real. 3. There muſt be'a Day of Judgement 
with reſpect to the Saints of God, That ſo they 


which are caſt upon them in the world: The 


beſt of men, and ithoſ&that are moſt dear to 


Chriſt, are oftentimes moſt reproached an? 


abuſed. Wicked men ſpeak all maner of evi} - 


aginſt them falſly. And it may be theft names 


are never cleared in #is world ; but therefore 4 
the Day'of Judgment muſt come to clear all, * 
Pſal. 37.6. Commit thy way to God, 'aid He 
sball bring forth thy righteouſneſs as the light, & 
thy judgment as the noon'day. This is.one Tea» 

_ Jon why good men are fo patient under thoſe 


| it 
1s becauſe they know that at the day of judge- 
ment; the- LORD whom they ſerve will vit- 


dicate'them: With me ( ſayes the Apoſtle ) it 


# a'very ſmall thing that T ſhould be judged bf you, 
Lord,” "1. Cor. 4. 3, 4- "And a Day of pids 
Beat" muſe come that 


ſo the- Lord's faithfr 
I 


may be vindicated” from thoſe Reproaches 


there ſhall be one LORD, and His Name Ong. + 
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Ones may be rewarded for all th t gi hays 
done or ſuffered for God and or. the. Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, For then God will give'Re gard 
to them that tear His Name, {mall and £. 2at- 
Rev. 11. 18. And they that have ſuffered ior 
His fake ſhall then reign with Him . 

' USE. Let every ſoul endeavour to be prepar- 
ed for ths Day. A 'Day of Judgement will 
.come. . All that are Per will make it their 
chief endeavour to give up their Account with 
Joy and not with grief in that Day, _ 

Conſi ider- I. That all and every. one of us 
muſt make our perſonal appearance, before that 
dreadful Tribunal. 2.Cor. 5-10. We maſt all 
appear before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt. Q 
. do yau-think of that! All in this Congrega- 
tion,.. every Mothers Child ; and throughout 


the whole world, High and Low,. Rich and 


Poor, Old and Young they muſt all to judge- 
ment. Kev. 22. 12. ;1 ſaw the dead ſmall, and 


great. ſand before God, ate the books were.open- 


td, and the dead were judzed out of thoſe things 
which were mri; ten in the books, according. to their 
workes. Whoever thou art, God. will have 


thee to judgment, Eccleſ 11. 9g. Know. thou, 
God will { vring rhee to judgement, "Therefore 3 it 
will be a vain thing for any ſinner to think. be 
ſhall eſcape. If God that made Heaven and- 
rib will bring him into > Jacaments Hae: Hall 
AS 


: mb 
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. then be look'd over. The things 'which they. | 


we ref "Fe he, 4 FOR of Tally $7 


he eſcape ? ?, Not a ſoul of man ſhall eſcapg +} 
the Tryal. "The Great God has reſolv'd, and 
laid, and ſworn, that every one ſhall conle 
before His Tribunal. Rom. 14. 19, 11, 12, 
We Joall all ftand before the judgement ſeat "a 
Chriſt ; > For it « written, as 1 live ſaith the 
Lord, every knee ſhall bow to mee and every 
Pong ſhall confeſs to God: So they every one of 

us fhall give account of himſelf ro God. If but 
one man Should. eſcape apearing, the Oath of 
God muſt be broken, which is impoſſible, Q. 


man, as * as the Lord liveth, 'thon shalt 


| ſtand before his judgmenr ſeat, and be tryed 


and } Jud) ed, either to everlaſting Life, or evers 
laft ſting - cath. 

' Conſider, 2. Th at' at the day of judgment, . 
men muſt be called to a very particular ard ſtritt 
Acconnt, All the Ations of their Lives muſt 


did whilſt their ſouls continued in their bo- 
dies, they muſt be accountable for them, God 
shatl wank every wark, into judgment. Eccleſ... F 
I2. 14 Yea, they. muſt be called to ac- | 
connt for their wards : So has Truth himſelf . 
RO, Mat. 12, 36. 1 ſay unto you, that. 
every.1 rate word that men Shall ſpeak, they thall 
Five mt account thereof in the Day of judgement . 
How thuch more ſhall men give account for - 
fied "or ds, for unclean, filthy words, for ty 4 
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| Live under there? What account cag you, 
'* Now glve concerning all- the Sermons which 
8 Fl have heard ? Did you repent of Sin. and 


; 7.3 Fe "There ſhall Te - p + day of Yudgmem: = Oy” 


lying words, for Oaths and Curſes, and Blaſe. 


phemies which they have poured. forth ont of 


an evil mouth. And what a dreadful account 


| | will many Sinners have to give up for theſe 


things in the day of judgment ! Yea, men 
Shall be called to an account in that day, not 
only for all that they have done, but for all 
hey have received . It is ſaid in the Parable 
orb cab the Talents, after a long time the 
Lord of thoſe ſervants cometh and reckoneth» with 
#hem. Matth. 25. 19. Whatever Talents 
God ſhall entruſt any man withal, ft er laſt 
a day of reckoning will come. The Lord ]Je- 
Jus will fay to ſome at the great Day, You- 


| Had ſuch Eſtates in the world, but © did, 


you do with your Riches ? did you improye 


| he for God, or did you not abuſe them for 


{in and. to dishonour His Name? . He'le fay ta 
=nother;. Thou hadſt a Talent of a5 I 
ing, thou badſt Wit and Memory and Learn-. 
Ing above many others, but how didff thon 
make uſe of thy parts? He will fay to - ano- 
ther, You enjoyed the .meanes of grace, you 
Heard many Sermons: Did not you: live in 
HNew-Englayd ? and whoſe Miniſtry did you 


elieye on: the Son of God, and deny all Un- 
godlineſs 
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There ſhal be « day of Tudgment. yg \ 
Ungoadlineſs and worldly luſts, and live ſober- + .! 


ly, righteouſly, and Godly in the world ? 
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| 0 There ſhall be a day of Judgment, £1 
W © been ( to my obſeryation ) about Twenty per-. 


# ſons in this Land, who have ar ſeveral times, 
& and places been killed with Lightning : ſame 
fach very lately. Thercfore if God fell upon 
= _#c, and ſtruk them dead in a moment ; 
= how doeft thou know but that it may be {6 
& with © * If thou continneſt unprepared for 
Peath and Judgment, thou knoweſt not but 
that the next Thunder-ſtorm that cometh, 
may prove- to thy ſonl, as ſnares, and fire, 


-* 


and briwſtone, and an horrible Tempeſt. © 


, Conſider. 4. As Fudoment ſhall find 4 man 
fo 3r will be with ym. vo all Eternity; Eterni- 
twill faſten its iron Tecth upon thy foul 
then. Hence the Scripture ſpeaketh of Eter- 
nal judgement, Heb. 6. 2. becanſe men ſhall 
then be judged to an eternal eſtate either of 
weal or of woe. The wicked ſhall then goe. 
away into everlaſting puniſhment, and the 
Righteous into Life eternal, If Judgment 
find a man 1n a good eſtate he ſhall be for ever 
with the Lord, he ſhall be where there is 
Fulncſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore. But, 
if judgement find him in his fins, | he ſhall be 
gaft into 2 dyngeon out of which he ſhall ne- 
ver come, even into blackneſs ofdarkneſs for 

F ever. Othink of this one word, If Judgment 
FF 0d thee in thy fins ; after thou haft been-in 


fayto mee? what Anſwer cat I give to Him 4 
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miſery as many millions of Ages as there have, 
been dayes and minures fince the world bega 
thou art nn» nearer to an end of thy miſe FF 
than thon wait the firſt hour that the Son of © 
God palled on lice a ſentence of eternal death, | 


For Dire&ion here, 


I. Think.of en on the DAY of JUDGMEN TL. 
and what will then become of thee. Often let the + 
Thought of that come inta thy heart. One * 
of the: Auncients hath ſuch an Expreſlion. as. 
this: ** Wherever 1 go, whether I am at } 
i home or” abroad, alone or. in Compogy, | 
& Meethinks I am ſtill hearing the laſt Trrgp ? 
F* ſounding, and that heaven-ſhsking roickef 'I 
© the Son of God, Ariſe you deaa,' and come | 
*® - JUDGMENT: Think what will then 
become of thee. Muſt I then goe to Heaven 
or Hell? If the Lord Jeſus ſhould come to 
Judge the world this night, what would: He 


MY Q 


concerning my Time in this world, howcE {5 
have ſpent it * Would the Lord ſay to. 4 | 
Come: —_ bieſled ! or, wil He not, 57 3 
zA00 curled. © 


2. Make through-work of it, in <a mate. | 4 
ror eo Repentance , Thoughts of the . Day. / 


Cf 
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- OR 'T, Nos frall be ; A 4 badly of Nd: 
| of Judgment ſhould awaken hereunto. A, 


| ay where fo repent, becauſe he hath appointed a 
Day i in which he will judge the world. As for 
 Impeniteant. ſinners that live ſo, and dyeſo; 
the longer they live the worſe it will he for 
them at the Day of Judgement. Rom. 2. 5: 
 Fut after thy hardneſs, and impenitent» heart, 
M treaſureſt up wrath againſt the Day of wrath. ---- 


| Wrath by every fin which he does commit. 
| Thoſe Treaſures of wrath which he has been 
| heaping up. for: his miſerable foul will never 
: be. ſpent. © therefore confeſs Sin : Enter 
7 im judgement 'with thy ſelf now , if thoil 
- wauldfſt \not have God enter into Judgement 
- with thee - at that Day. And forſake Sin - 
F te that confeſſeth and for/aketh ſhall find 
E Nor is.it enough to forſake ſome- ſins 
enly;ci but all known fin. If thou haſt been 
13 *Swearer; confeſs that ſin before God, and 
| forfke it. If thon haſt been a Drunkard, 
| Tonfeſs that fin and forſake it. Or if thou haſt 
- Þwedoin Wantonneſs, Uuncleaneſs, Self-po- 
'F Jinvion'(the. fin which young mefi are- com- 
18 Tmonly damn'd for ) confefs it to God: and; for. 
: 4 fake it . Or if- thon haſt lived in any-other 
'F 4 O turn from it unto God with thy whole 


Ip 


L4.27.-30, 31. Now God commands all men ev- 
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An impenitent Sinner adds to the heap of 


peart, If thoy-ſhouldſt continue yo" live but - 
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Ii one fin, adthe Day of Judgement thon wilt 


wiſh that thou haaft never: been born. Res: © 
pent and turn from all your ' Tranfgr eſſions; ; 
1o iniquity ſhall not be yonr run.” 
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3. Make ſure of an Intereſt in Chrif. Wheg 


the Flood came, they in: the Ark mere fafe ,. 


but all others periſhed : . So at the day of 


Judgment, they that ſhall be found in Chriſt; A 


will be happy, but all others muſt into. the 


fire that never ſhall be quenched. Verily ant A 
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intereſt in Chriſt will be thought worth more. 


than a Thouſand worlds in that day. 


Make 


fare of it then now. Let no man pleaſehini- _Þ 
felf, that he is of a civil- blawlels :Conyers:/ * 
fation : ; that may be, and yet thon a itranget- 


to Chriſt: and then woe. to thee at the day. 


of judgment . Neither thy civility nor thy. 3 


external, Priviledges, nor thy performarice of } 
Religious duties can fave thee 'without' an } 
intereſt in Chriſt. Therefore it was the As 
poſtles greateſt Care, that at the ARR J 


day, he might be found in Him.  Phll. 3- 9c. 


Lev that be the greateſt Care of : every ſoul 3 


+4 Be fruitful n every. good ak The \J 
more good any of us.do with a fincere hed 


the: wore,.comfort and glory. ſhall -we- have 
2 the Doy of Judgement. Now ſow plen- 
_*_ _ bully 


| lentifilly in workes of Charity, and you ſhall 
reap the fruit of all at thar Day. God is 
not unrighteous to forget your work and 1a- 
bour of Love, which you have ſhewed towards 
| «© his Name, in that you have miniſtred to ite 
| Saints, and 4s miniſter. Heb. 6. 10. Not 
? the leaſt decd of Charity but ſhall be remem- 
* bred and honourably rewarded. Whoever 
hath given but a cup of cold water, to a Diſci- 
ple in the name of a Diſciple, ſhall be rewar- 


* ded for it 3» that Day: How much more ſhall 


great Ser VICesS tor GOD and for his People, be 
tnghly and Etcrnally recompenced ! Be like- 
wiſe abundant in works of Plety. O be much 
in prayer, eſpecially in Sccret prayer, and you 
Hall be rewarded ' oper ly in the Day of Judg- 
 - Ment; Alas, theres many a wretched man 
| That: will think with himſelf at that day, Oh 
" If I had ſpent that time in {ecret prayer and - 
Communion with God, , which I «##5pent in 
vain Company, in unprofir abie diſcourſes, in 
Taverns, in mad merry meetings; my ſoul 
wight have been faved, and-my Keward great 
mm Heaven; whenas now, becauſe 1 have beer 
WW unprofitable Servant, I mvit be caſt in- 
' TH, wuter and Eternal Darkrels Oh then, 
8h every man practiſe ow, as he will at 
uh " RE ml he had « _  Cluitian ney 
YG 


n_  no—— way 
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live ſo, as that every + thine they, doe ſhall 


be Fruit, and fo add to their Crowti in the 
Day ;of Judgemnt : fo it ſhall be, it they have 
relpeg to God and His Glory in every thing 
they doe. Let us then labour to become like 
unto. Jeſus Chtiſt, who did alwaies the things 
that pleaſe the Father. And if as He was, ſo 
Art we in this world ;, we ſhall have bol#neſs in the 
DAT of JV DGMENT,; 


[2 
b 
? 
\ » 
« © -1 
[- ruite 
\ 
2 
« ?F 


* , oh 


KeR2888: 
Fhoego% 


CACNC> 
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Herein is ny Father elorifyed, that ye beah 


much. frait. 
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Heſe Words are part of a Sermon 
preached by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

mo to His Diſciples. He does therein 
FO rompare Himſelf to a vine, and Believers on 
- Himto vine branches ; ſhewing that they can 
no more bring forth fruits of acceptable Obe- 
dience unto God of themſelves, than a branch. 
that is ſeparated from the Vine can bear 
SrapPes. 

In the preceding verſe, our Lord exhorts 
His Diſciples to abide in him, 1. e. to continue 


eopſtaps and ſtedfaſt in the way of Faith and 
tha _  Obedk 


in 


rp 


Frutfut Chvifiions cor 7H wy 0 3 
ature And the Motive whereby he urgeth * 
that. Exhortation is, becauſe then God will hear 
their prayers. If you abide on me, and my words 
in you, ask what you will; and it ſhat be done unto 
you. which 1s to be underſtood with this Li- 
mitation, ſo farr as they ſhould ask things 
agreable to the Will of God. The words.now | 
before us are a Confirmation of thiat Aſſerti= 
on. If Chriſtians that bring forth much fruig 
_ glorifie God, then we may be ſure that he will 
hear their prayers, ,I ſhall not inſiſt. on any 
Obſervation from the Contettural Conſidera- 
tion of the words, but fram them as in them- 
| felves conſidered, the Doctrine is. 


| That fruitful Chrifliaic,. eſpecially ſuch 4s tt _ 
abundantly fruitful glorifie God. | . | 
.. For the clearing of the Truth before * vs, PY 
Things may be enquired into. 1. What's int 
plycd in this Frair. ' 2. When Chriſtians may 
be "Faid to be abundantly fruieful,or to bear mrs 
fruit. 3. In what 'reſpe&t ſuck are ſaid wa 
glorifie God 2 
QUEST. 1: What 5 implyed "Rn in « frdit 2. 
- ANSW. 1. It does imply « work'ef Gran: 
iz the foul, . All thoſe Graces whicht att + 
wrorght in the ſouls of believers are.compa-. 
ohm frait- in the Scripture : yea, unto p/ Y 
«nt and ſevy'y 1 fruit. Cont, 4-13, =Y Thy 
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them. Chapt. 1. 6, Andall graces are called 


- 83». Ehey are called trees of righteouſneſs. | 


| Eph. 2. 9g. You hath he quickened, Now Life 
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plants ae am orchard of pomegr anares. with plea- 
fant frujts, === let my beloved come inte bis gar- 
den, and eat bs pleaſant fruits. Faith is come 
pared to fruit. When the Coloſſians believed, | 
Tis laid, the Goſpel brought forth fruit amongſt \ | 


fruit. Epheſ. 5. 9. ſhe fruit of the Spirit is ins 
«ll goodneſs. Thus Gal. 5. 22, 23- But the 
fruits of the ſpirit 35 love, joy, peace, long-ſuffer- 
Ing, gemleneſs, goodretfs, faith, meekneſs, tems k 
perance, Hence godly men are compared to + 
&00d trees which bear good fruit, Mar. 12, 


Ha. Gr. I; ) # 

2. As the Habit of grace, ſo all the Altions : 
#hereof are fruit. Al] Graces motions and ope-, : 
tations, whether internal in the heart, or ex- _ 
tervally manifeſted, are Fruit. Where there. | 
IS true 'grace., it will inrely diſcover it felf. { 
Grace is compared. to Life in the Scripture, * 


diſcovers. it ſelf, at leaftwiſe by br eathings : "= 
So does grace in the ſoul alwaies diſcover it" 
felf by breathing after Chriſt, and after Holi- H: 
eſs, Now all diſcoveries of a gracions frame of, 
heart, are the Frait here ſpoken of. Thereſcr.* fa 
3. Holy and gracious Thoughts rc from F A 
All gracious workings -in the minds of *trv; 
belieyers on Ghrifh ure Frar. 4 good Dep C 
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they are fruitful. A food tree is known by 


w 


is fo. A godly deſi real urp 
is ſo. When a man is thiniking and contrive= 
ing with himſelf how he may promote- the 
Glory -of God and Good of men , thoſe 
thoughts are fruit. As David when he was 
thinking to build an Houſe for the Name of 
God, that godly intention was pleaſane fruits. 
And the Apoſtle Par! had many gracious pur= 
poſes and deſigns working in his heart, whictkt 
Timothy who was intimate with him knew. 
much of. 2. Tim, 3. 10. | Thou haft fully knowm 
my dottrine, manner of life, purpoſe, ---= Go@ 
ſeeth, and delights to ſee holy purpoſes, and 
ſincere real intentions in the hearts of His 


ſervants to glorifie His Name. 


3. Gracious words are fruit. It 6 hid of 


_ Chriſt, that gracious words proeceeded out of his 


mouth, When it is fo with Chriſtians thert 


ſuch fruit as that, 4at. 12. 33, 35. Make 
the rree good and bis fruit good. --= Ont of the 
mbundunce of the beart the mouth ſpeaketh. # 


good man out of the £000 treaſure. of bis heart 


bringeth forth good things. Gracious Speeches 


which may tend to the Edification of the ſouk 
of the Speaker or of the hearers, are con mY 
to fruit. Pro. 10 31: The mouth of of the juſt bring 


Tonk wiſdom. and Chap t.' IL. 30. The Pres 7 
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' - fouls is wiſe. ahd Wor. 15. 4. . 4 wholes 


ſome tongue is a tre6 of ife, Hence alſo we read 
of the fruw of the month. Prov. 12. 14- Ina 


word, that man is a fruitful Chriſtian, who is 


duly obſErvant of that excellent Rule laid 
"down by the Apoſtle, Eph. 4. 29. Let xo cor- 
vept communication proceed out of your mouthes , 
but that which 15 good, to the uſe of edifying, that 
8 may miniſter grace unto the hearers. 


' 5s, Good Works are fruit. Col. r. 10... 


Being fruitful in every good work. Works of 
Piety if done from a right principle, and for 
$right end are fruit Praying, Hearing the 
;Word preacked, Setting dayes apart for Pray- 
 xero0r Praife, are bely fruit. And when men 
do by their Eſtates encourage the work of the 
| Goſpel, or promote - public and pious deſigns, 
they are truly {aid tobear fruit. Hence the 

Apoſtle ſaith to the Philipians that he de- 
_ ered fruit which might abound to their account, 
_ Cap. 4-17. Works of Charity are fruit, Alms. 
aleeds are lo. Eſpecially when men do with 
their Eſtates relieve and refreſh the needy 
Servants of God, thats fruit and very. plea- 
fant fruit before the Lord. Heb. 13. 16. But 
fo do good, & to commimicate forget not, for with 
Juch ſacrifices God js well pleaſed. When the 
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#69 
$aints at Feruſal alem, the Lord was delighted with 
that fruit. 'Some who look upon the Song of 
Solomon as a propheſy, ſuppoſe works of C <5 
t6 be intended by thoſe Expreſſions, Carr. 

10. How fair is thy love, my ſiſter my ſpouſe * , 
How' much better is thy love than wine, and the 
ſmell of thine ezntment than «ll ſpices ! Howevery 
it was pleaſant frvir. When Chiſtians car= 
ry it one towards another as the rule of Cha- 
rity requireth, they are ſaid to bring forth fruit, 
\ And'this is in a ſpecial manner intended in my 
Text : When Chriſt faith to his Diſciples, 
bring forth muoh Fruit, His meaning ISy VE 


C oe anot her much. 


"We came then to the Ry} Enquiry, VILE 


When may Chriſtians be ſaid to bear much 
fruit ? And the Anſwer to that is clear from-+ ' | 
_ That has been ſaid in ſhewing what the fraje + 
_y Foe of is. In two words, 
- that bave witch grace, bear much 
ous T "Ag is a marvelloys — 2mon 
' true Chriſtians as to degrees of grace. Tho; 
_ every Believer hath every grace in fome as 
gree, yet it -may be he has no grace in thak 
eminerit degree which ſome others have. 
Hence ſome Chriltians are compared unite | 
Babes, others unto grown men. Ft. Cor. LF I. 
SomeL to Fhilaren, others; to \fachers \Þ Joh. 2:13 
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Go! 02.  Frueſol Chrifias glorify God... 


- As there is.a Difference'in ſpiritual gifts, that. 


one Saint does very much excel another ; ſo 


there is in grace. The grace of one does ex- 


| reed the grace of another, as much as the 
ſtrength of a man is above the ſtrength of a 
child. Now inaſmuch as grace is fruit (as 
was ſhewed }) the more grace any man hath, 


| the more frit does he bear. 


| 2. They that do moſt :good are moſt fruitful, 
' Grace will prompt a man to be doing good. 


Hence :the-more grace he:hath. the more good 


will he deſire and endeavour to do. The Lord 
Neſus Chriſt, who is in this Chapter compared 


was. Like Jotham' $ Vine, and like his Figs 
tree, which had good fruit, whereby the heart 
of, God and man was cheered. Judg. 9. 11513: 


He was alwayes doing good, Joh. $. 24.1 doe. 
_alwayes. the things that pleaſe Him, Now, no-. 


_ thing pleaſeth "God but that which is- good. 


When a-Chriſtian is in . ame meaſure” like 


Cbri}t, that.all that have occaſion to converſe 
writh-him, re, or may be the better for him. , 
. then he is one that bears much fruit. . 


AS(,1; 
Tememnber..) J#ins ſaics concerning, that; Lear-. 
ned and holy Urſin, that He never went;fp: COR. 


wer ſe with bim about any patter, but he "Was the: 
herter for it, he beard: ſomething from him that 


WF ſo 0r ms e=ion; | 430g 1 IS L0O'vear r muck fruit... 
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to a vine, was the moſt fruitful vine that ever, ) 
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When a Chriſtian ſhall be very inftrumenta} . ' 


| ful. It was faid'of Jebvjada, that he had done 
| good in Iſrael both towards Goa, and towards 
| bis bouſe. 2, Chron. 24. 16. So they that 
have done much good in their Generation , 
have brought forth much fruit. And the truth 
is, A man cannot do greater good in- thig. 


; of men- Therefore to be «bundantly inftru- 
| | ; mental in the Converſion, and Edification of. 
| fouls, is to be very fruirful. That ſome take 
to be eſpecially intended in the words of my 
Text, If you bear much fruit, h. e&. by private 
and public endeavours for the good of- ims 
mortal ſouls , then God will. be glorifyed. 
Hence in the 16th verſe of this Chapter Chriſt 
fayes,” 1 have-ordained you, that you ſhould got 
= bring forth fruit, and that your fruit: fboul@ 
remain. The fruit which the Apoſtles brought 
| forth by the Sermons which they preach'd,. md 
by their Writings, remains to this ke paſs 
the Edification of the Church of God. 


1. We proceed then tothe 3d. Enquiry. "virt; 
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| Brutfal Chriſtiane leifh Y tor © "] 


| for the good of ethers, he is abundantly frnit» . 


world, than to promote the good of the ſouls + | 


| In what. reſpetts, or upon What accounts froits. . . 1 


| ful Chriſtians are ſaid to glorify: God: 8.7 ft 
 Anſw--2) Becanſe The Gr Chriftians' dv male 
| j Ys [he cle God. 15.3 glorious).Qne, "Mew ty 
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Not fag to glorifie God, as though they made 


Þim more es than he was dive, for 
That is irmpollible ; Their goodneſs does _ 
extend to Him God's Eſſential Glory is 
- Infinite, and therefore its impoſlible that Fe 
ſhould þe any addition thereunto : But when 
Chriſtians bear much fruit, they delare His 
glory before” the world. They make it ma- 
pileſ that 'the LORD is a Glorious GOD - 

'T. Pet, 2. g. That 'you fyould ſhew forth the 


Virewe; the Power” of God is ſhewed forth, 

when his people are made fruitful . When 
"grace is wrought in the ſoul, the mi ighty Pow- 
er of God { which is his Glory) i is exetted and 
manifeſted. And ſo it is when they a&# and 
exerciſe grace."e: g. When a Chriſtian does 


Power of God is thereby magnified and mani- 


Cot. 1-41»  Srrengthned ith all might” Actor de 


W og 10 his glorious power, unto all patience and 


vraiſts of Him, or the wvertxes of Him. The 


_ exerciſe much patience under affliction, the 


-feſted to the praiſe 'and gtory of his Name. 


[ 


Jong-ſuffering with Joyfulneſs. Its wonderful 


It is from the glorious power of God ſtrength- 
ning their hearts and ſpirits. Agaith, That 
ſuch poor, weak creatures as the Children 0 


Jer C5 ſhould be able TEE < 
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. to ſee with what patience ſome Chriſtians en- 
dur their Temptations 'and Afﬀfliftions':- but + 


'of God. Beſjdes all this, The more a Chriſt- - E 


thing wha | Arran is, what glorious pitectio 


many that do bleſs thenn, a 


encounter with and to overcome lin, "ug & 4 
the world !- this ſhewes the glorious power -| 


ian does abound in fruits af Charity and Ho- 1 
lineſs, the more like he: is unto God. The | 
Lord.is good, and He does good : Theraflins | 
they that doe much good are like to Him. 3 
ao good{ faid Chriſt ) that you may be the a = 
aren'of your Father which « in heaven. Mati&s. 
44, 45+ that is to ſay, that yon may be kk&ta 
Him, as children reſemble their Fathpe : That 

the world may in you and by youll 


are a his Nature. io - 
. When Chriſtians bear frait as they ought to to: 
d, "as cauſe the-Name of God to be bleſſed and. } 
praiſed. "That may be meant þy theſe words, 
Herein w my father glorified. h- &. this will ten nd 4 
to-his praiſe. Iſai. 60. 21. Thy people ſhall be, * 
all righteous, ---- the branch /h m7 Lg the 3 
work of my bands, that f may bg glarsfied. b. E I 
by meanes of whom I bg 1 haws- praiſe agd > 
glory. As for fruitful C i wars 


r eaxt All the Churches | in 3 gea, "Chen they. J 
underſtqod what a fruitful Ch riſtian Paul. way J 
they bleſſed God for him, Gal. 1- 23, 24. They' 3 
Fugc# that be which perſecuted us in times: paſty * 
vow  pricghed 1 the os Which ance be arnds, s 3 
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i 1 + they glorified G adi in me, By meanes of him & 
& for him they praiſed God. Titus alſo, w:s a 
&> fruitful Chriſtian, and the holy Apoſtle bleſſed 
God for him, 2. Gor. $. 16. Bu, t; 2anks be ro God 
who put the [ame earneſt carc into the heart of Tis 
tus for yox. And he exhorts the Corinthians un- 
S to frai:fulneſs from this conſideration, that then 
| F + man would bleſs God for them. If you( faith 
£ Sheſerviceable unto others, "a will glo- 
Fae, and there: will be many Thankſgiv- 
ta: Gl, 2- Cor. 9. 12. 13. Yea, The 
Lf 1&8 of Chriſtians doth ſometimes 
b cauſe tho World to think and ſpeak well of the 
F! Name of God ; that the world will ſay, ſure- 
tk iy Godisa zood God, whoſe ſervants are thus 
| good, & that God ts a holy God whoſe ſervants 
T arc thus holy. Hence Chriſt ſaid to his Diſci+ 
Ff ples, Mat. 5.16. Let your light ſo ſhine before men 
br that the may ſee your good-works, = glorifie your 
TE Father wbich 55 1 heaven. 
it | 1 proceed'to make ſome Aplication of this 
It \'- } Dodtrine: 6: 1h. By Way of Inſtruttjon Or In- 
dj formation. | 
Lo Inſtr. 1+ Hence frairful Cbriſtiens are dear 
| 4  16God. His Glory is dear to him, and there- 
8 fore they that are aQtive inſtruments in glori- 
| fying his Name, muſt needs be dear to him. 
| They abide i in his love, as . Chriſt here ſpeaks. 


| gud thener it is that their pr ay ofs can-do muck 


wid 


.T 


k 
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ſpeed. 


to grant them. 


in the perſons of ſuch: as love to glorihe his 
Name, and fo in their prayers. The Lord Jes. 
ſus Chriſt aid, 1 berefore doth my Father love. 


mee, becau; e1 laid down my life. Joh. 10. L 7s 3 


So God Joes therefore love ſome Chriſtians a-- 
bove others, becauſe they are more froiviuly 
and He has more; glory to his Name by then. 
than he has by others. . 
of Good-mill does at 211 depend upon he works. - 
or goodneſs of men Nor was He at all mos: 


ved from the fore-fight of any fruit or gra-" 


cious Qualifications in them, to ſet his'heart. 


upon them ;:; but becauſe He has loved them,r | 


therefore they become fruitful. Only His love: 
of delight in them, is more or leſs according to- 
the meaſure of the fruit which they bring. | 
forth to his preiſe and glory. 
have Vines or Trees in their Orchards which 


are Very fruitfn!, they take a  Pecultar deli ht. - 4 


in them. Sodoes the Lord doe. | Job was the: 


- moſt fruitful Saint in the world in his time ; ; 


and how was the Lord taken with him 1 Cap. 
i. 8. Haſi thou conſt idercd my ſervant Job, that 
there is none like him in the earth ! , The; Lord: - 


Trems to glory in having ſuch a ood and uſe=4...3 
tok ſervant as Job was. 
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with. God. Whaterer they ok; hei 1S ae 
They no ſooner ſfeak., but ' 4 
It is becauſe God has a ſpecial delight. ? 


Not that God's\love- j 


Men it hp. | 


Fiofes. was 4 moſk, 
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PI o® Fruitful Chriſtians glorify God, : 
| fruitfol man, and brought more glory to Get 


1 | than any one in the wofld in the Age wherein 
| he lived, and God delighted in him - yea, he 


b was Sfe) dear to God as that He coyld not 


| Toung men are abundantly fruitful, the Lord 
| goes exceedingly delight in them; 'As we ſee 
! in thar inſtance of the Apoſtle John, of whom 


years old when he began his public Miniſtry 
E. Feſus fed. To ſee a man ſq young ' ſo ſet up- 
| on glorifying God, was very pleaſing. If a 


: A young man that is alwayes doing good, 
with delight. 


| an oport unity of being fruitful. there 1s no 


| lar mercies « I remember an eminent Divine 
| that was wont to ſay, My opportunities are my 
Ec: ft riczes. To be improved in publique 


/ 


; | bear to have any one [peak an ill word of him, 
| Numb. 12. 7, 8, 9. But eſpecially when 


q Eccleſiaſtical Story . reports that he was the 
4 younget: of all the Diſciples, but one and twen-= 


| Z | and Apoſtleſhip; and he was the diſciple whom 

F Taan has in his Orckard a young tree loaden 
| pi fruir, he takes delight i in-looking upon 

| the Great Gad never | looketh upon him but 


Inſtr. 2. Hence it 1s a very grean mercy fo havg 


| Creature capable of a greater happineſs than 
| tobe an ahve inſtrument of” glorifying God, 
S Therefore opportunities that way are ſingu- 


hy tor God ymnopgi his people is a WONs 


Serfyl | 
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| to decline all ſuch advantages for Service to * 


” GOO Its. DI, —_— —_—_ a, 


| hed.. net then a great mercy to have an op- 4 


Fonderful favour ; and it is a very evil thing 


the Name of God. Not that a man is alwaies { 
bound to make uſe of every opportunity : For |; 
God may be ſo gracrons to him, as to put mas } 
ny great opportunities into his hands; more : 
than he can make uſe of. And then he muſt  ! 
conſider with himſelf, 1» which of theſe ſhall Þ © 
be like to bring the greateſt and moſt laſting glory. 
70 the Name of God ? and let him be ſure to - - 
doe that. But when men ſhall, out of paſſion 
or diſcontent, or for any carnal ends, decline 
all publique Service for Chrift and for his 
People, it is certain that their hearts are- not - } 
ſet upon glorifying God as they ought to beg | 
and that they don't aft grace but corruptions {| 
Moreoyer, It is a great happineſs to be call'd 7 
to Suffer for God's Name and Trath. Phit. | 
1. 29. Onto you it is given in the bebalf of Chriſt; | 
yot only to believe on him, but to ſuffer for his ſake. | 
Not that Sufferings are_in themſelves deſire. | 
able, only as then and thereby we have an op-«. * 
portunity to glorihe God. In that reſpe& if } 
-you be reproached for the Name of Chriſt, | 
happy are you, for on your part He is glori- : 


y to by cither doing or ſuffering tor ; 
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Inftr. 3: Henve they that call themſalvel 


| Chriſtians, and yer bear litle or no fruit, are a di 
= borzour 10 the ble ſed Name of God. And. yet alas 
” how many ſuch are their !! Chriſtians who are 
' barren kg-trees, or barren Vines-in the Lord's 


garden, that have the leaves of Profeſſion 
growing on thery, but not the Fruits of praCt- 
iſe: That when the Tord cometh to them 


looking fer fruit, He findeth mothing but leaves, 


a meer formal profeibon, of whom He may 
juſtly fay c#t them down, why cumber they the 


ground? There are others that have bloſſoms 
only., Convictions of {in and Duty, and bes 


ginnings of Reformation are Bloſſoms. Many 
have had theſe who never brought-forth the 


fruit of true Repentance, and Faith, and Ho- 


:linaſs. Oh how have they diſhonoured God, 
and what a deadly caſe are their ſouls in! 
 Naturaliſts- obſerve that if a tree bloſſome , 
" and yet does not bear fruit, 1t 1s many times 
"n fign that it will dye; So when perſons 


ence, and*Þegin to ſet upon the praftice of ho- 
þ Daties, but notwithſtanding theſe Humi- 

_ Hations-are not throughly convertea, It.i8 2 ſad 
Hen that their fouls ſhall dye forever. The 
Har ſpeaks of trees whoſe fruit withered, 


\ Antares oormoren. th 


have 


\ have Conviftions, and Troubles of Conſci- 


Febva fruit, twice ated, | ude. 12, They that 


Fruitful Chriſtians glorify God, 1 itt. 
bieve had convittons, and ſome external Re- | 


dont we tee fome withered profeſſors of Reli- * 


_ and Kither ed- LT 11 


. What barren hearts have they ! Not ſo marty | 
| holy thoughts therein as onght to.be / what: 3 


formations ; and after that return to their 
former evil wales again, are twice dead. And | 


gion! The time was when they made a fair: \ 
ſhow, a glorious profeſſion, but all is wither'd } 
away 1nto fapleis Formality, Such may well } 
fear that they were never truly implanted in-: } 
to Chriſt, - and therefore . are they catt forth | 


And there are many tne; Ulicvers, which 
tho' they bear fruit, yet but little fruit com- ? 
paratively to what they ſhould and might do- 3 


Roan lips, that are not. filled up with profit- 1 
able diſcourſe ! This, verily 1s the great fin 3 
of many profeſſors : They ſpend whole hours 1 
In Company with one another, and yet not | 
ove edifying word all that time. Nay, It may 
| be their Comunications ſuch, as they.w on 
be aſhamed to ſay what they had bin ſpeaking, 
if the holy Lord "ef ſhould fudgenly. break 
in upon them and demand what their diatts i, 78 
: kes were about. As he did when tis rs 
. Ples were in a houſe at Capernaum, the Lord * 
- asked them, what was it that you Wn 
- Jour ſelvs by the way? And they heid their oY 
. for they had been aiſputing who. ſhould . he: the 
gee: Mark EF 34 33 98 miSte OI > | 
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bes ” 


F tt 2 - 
| to tell what diſcourſes had "aſs d amonpſt 


-. them, Is there not a great deal of unfruit- 


” ful Diſcourſe amongſt Chriſtians when they 
| - meet occaſionally * On a time there happ'ned 
to 'be a number of Chriſtians together, anU 
their Diſcourſe being frothy ind fruitleſs, a 
young man in the room who was of a more. 
Aerious and holy temper than the reſt, took 
bis pen.and ink and for 4 whule iti Short-hand 
wrote down what every man faid, and having 
ſo done; he pray them to tell him what eve- 
ry man of they Had ſpoken ſince they cattle 
together ; butif you tannot ( ſaid he ) Tie 
| read to you what has paſſed in Wiſcourſe - 
 You( faid he ) ſpoke theſe words, and you 
| { faid he to aboier ) utterd theſe words, and 
you ( faid he ) to a third, had theſe Expreſſi- 
\ons: and when they heard over again what 
fooliſh talk had been among them, they wete 
E allaſhametl. Certainly many good people ate 
| not {a mindful as they ſhould be, that of _ 
” 3dle word they muſt give an account to Chriſt 
In another. world. -Snch diſhonout God by 
' their unfrviitfulneſ$. 

And are men duly careful to plotify God 
ith theit outward Eftates? Do they bear 
| much fruit in rhat reſpect? Some that have 
| conſiderable eſtates, how little good do they 
 Gowithihew! 21 cen layiſh ws of The 
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bag to ſerve an Idol, to gratifie a Luft 
rould they with 4 ſincere ak do as much foy 
God who has given them all. they enjoy, what 
| bleſſed Acknowledgments ſhould they have; 
' from Jeſus Chriſt at the great. Day !- But if 

they. be put upon a good Work, how. little 

have they to IPErE. / Such Chriſtians diſhonour, 


God- 
VS £ 9 ' EXHORTATION. 


b Ty 
18 
® -:; 


Ago Us Fndeevour to be abundantly Fruitful. | 
'The Motive in the Text, is enough if there |; 
were nothing elſe to be mentioned. Where 
is there a man that has the heart of a Chriſti- | 
an in him, but above all things in this world, 
he deſireth to glorifie God? So ſho | you be 
any Diſciples, faith Chriſt. . It is the fpirit of 
a true Diſciple of Chriſt to deſire that God 
- May be glorifyed, and therefore to endeavour 
to be fruitful, But.moreover, - : 

Conſider, 1. We may bear much fruit, if the * 
fault be not owr own.” Some indeed are advan- - . } 
taxed thereunto above others, namely, They. 
that are in a publick capacity.( as many before . 
the Lord in'this Aſembly are.) A Adagiftrate 
Is put into a capacity of bearing fruit in ſuch 

a Degree, as that the whole Countrey ſhall 3 
fare the better for him - By. being Zealous 


a for r God, In the Ixvemieg of Toftice and the 


wear» ,, 


i \ 


J ; Supptellion of Vice. He may ft mai in the Gap, 
| - and favea whole People from Ruin. When 
{ Sin is Duly puniſhed, all fare the better for 
{ that fruit of Righteouſneſs. And They that 


tunity put into their hands of being abundant- 
iy fruitfal. He that converts a ſinner, and ſo 
Javeth a ſoul from death, beareth much frukt. 


beareth much fruit. That Minifter who ſhall 


; Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, .in Faith, 
''y F kegAN Purity, beareth much fruit, and many fouls 
OZ Will feed thereon, and bleſs God to eternity 
_ that ever they knew fuch a one. But Private 
Chriſtians alſo, may bear much fruit - They 
- may jet ſuch an Example as many others may 
Þeithe better for : - And by their prayers they 
may doe- much good. & prayerful Chriſtian 
Is a irvitful Gbriſtian. I will ſuppoſe a poor 


notice-of by the world, but is much 1n prayer, 
_ and 1s upon all cecaſions getting 'others toge- 
ther and ineiting them to Prayer, .and provc- 
\ king-them to love and to good works; I ſay 
the whole Town and Land fareth the bet- 


\- woman 
C. 2, The Lord i much fruj from 2s. 
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miniſter in the Houſe of God, have an oppor- | 


"He that builds up many in Faith and Holineſs, | 


be an Example of the Believers in Word, in 


| tnan, or a poor woman. that is hittle taken 


ter for that poor man, 'for that poor goUly 


As 
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As He ſpeaks in the '5t of Z/a1eh, He plan- 
planted us ina very fruitful ſoyl. © What 


5 Liberties do we enjoy ! Mention, if you can, 


- concerning us, and woe unto us if we utter= -þ 


' more fr74it. . And how does God purpe fruitful 4 
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ted His Vineyard in « very fruitful bill, and 
then looked that it ſhould bring ferth Grapes. 1 
Truly fo hath God dealt with us, He hath 


a People in the world, ſo priviledgd as we : 
are! So that the Lords Expectations are great - } 


ly fail him ! What Sermons do men hear 7 -; 
what Sacraments do they enjoy bt What G2 2.8 
baths, what Lectures! Yea, and what Pro- .y 


,* 5 


vidences have paſled over us What Afﬀiicmna 
ions ! What Reproaches 1 What Sickneſſes F 
God's end in bringing ſuch Afiictions uport } 
His ſervants, is that ſo they might bear yet 

more fruit. Joh. 15. 2. Every branch that 3 
beareth fruit, He purgeth it that it may bring forth »/ 


x 


branches, but by bringing affliftiorſs upon. =? 
them, and ſanCtifying thoſe afliftions to their 35 
purgation , that they bring forth yet more - Þ 
fruit to His glory? And what Mercies, , - 
what Deltverances have we had, publiqueand. - ] 
perſonal! Some of us have been puliced oue- : 
of the Jaws of Death. Perhaps we-have: been. 7 
in eminient ,Dangers at Sea ; and whatdoe® Þ 
God expeCt now but more fruit? Or Sickneſs { 
has brought ys to rhe gates of ghe Graye, only... 
SY. SS  - 
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God hath ſaid, Return again into the world, 
- and let me fee you bear much fruit that I may 


be glorified. 


Queſt. Brut what ſhall he done that it may 


be jo? 

 Aniw. r. We muſt in the firſt-place make ſure of 
our Union with Chr it. Remember that with» 
out Him we can do nothing, as In this con= 
rext the Lord hath declared, Joh. 15. 4 5: 
As the branch c c: anuot bear fruit of it ſelf, except 
zt abide in the vine 5 no more can you; except you 
_ vide jn me. 7 Am hs vine, and ye are the bran- 
ehes, he that abideth in Fe, and I in him; the 


Jane bringet þ forty mui fruit. And the Apoſtle 


Bith We muſt be married ro Him that was raiſed 
from the dead, that ſo we might bring forth fruit 


into God, Rom. 75. 4 Tho' man ſhould do 


never {o many rood workes in the account of 
men, tho be ſhould pray never ſo often, tho 


he ſhould give his Eſtare rs the poor, If he is 
not in Chriſt , all that he does is no fruit Ht 
70 God. It was a truly chriſtian Reply of 


that Pious: Miniſter, who” when ſome told 
him of the £00d Works he had done in: the 
fime of his health, and that therefore -in caſe 
he ſhould dye, his Reward in Heaven muſt + 
needs be very great 3 Theſe ( faid he ) arc 
good works, if they vc ſprint {led - the blood of 
Jeſs C Chrif, If & man be in Chriſt, then by 
good 


\ 


—__ 


| ——— 


Eruitful Chriſtians glorify God.” 119 


 £bod Works will be fruit, otherwiſe not - 


Hence the Apoſtle ſpeakes of being filled with 
the fruits of righteouſneſs, Which arg by Jeſus 


Cariſt unto 'the praiſe and glory of God. Phil. 1+: 


11. No man did ever bring forth fruits: of 
Rightconſneſs, but it was by "Chriſt Telus, and” 
therefore no man will be ful of thole fruits, 
Except he be in Chriſt. 


2. Let us labour for a Publick. ſpirit, and'for' *? 


much of ſuch a ſpirit. The reaſon why men 


bring no more ſruit- to the Glory of God, is: 
becauſe they have ſo much of a ke ron ſelfiſh 
ſpirit prevailing in them . All ſeek their 


own, not the things which are Chriſt's . 


The Prophet complain'd 1/rael 15 an empty vine, 
he bringeth forth Fiat to himfelf. Hof” 19. 1 o 
The/man thar's all for himſelf, will certainly be 
an-empty, fruitleſs vine: the moſt fruitful Saints 
have alwaies been eminent for apblick' Spirit. 
David was one that did bear melt fruis, and-. 
he was of a publick. ſpirit. He ſerved his genes 
ration. He had great Advantages 'to' have 


ſerved biel f, but his heart was {et upon ſer-" 
ving the generation wherein he lived. : Ang- 
_ Solomon brought forth much fruit : He alſ9 


' was of a publick. ſpirit ; wherefore he built 


God's Houſe before his awn, and made quic- 
ker diſpatch with-it. Nehemiah, and” HMorde- 
Cah Were: fruitful Servants of- God: and. they. 


1 3 F Were 


b it Fruitful Chriftiaus glorify God, 


' _ were men that denied themſelves much ont of: 


|  reſpe@ to the publick intereſt. Amongſt the 
| Apoſtles there was none did þear ſo any fruit 
as Paul: ( Is labours more abundant than they 
all) And he was of a very publie ſpirit. He 
made it the bay, defign of his life to do good 
| £o many. 1. Cor. 10. 33. Not ſeeking my ewn 
| profit, but the hea of many that they might be 
Po feed. 
' *. 3. Let nsbe alwaies bearing fruit, That's 
the way to bear mach fruit. He that bears 
fruit every day, will at laſt bear much fruit. 
A Chriſtian ſhould not let one day paſs, with- 
out ſome good. And therefore it is good for 
3 man; as: duly as the day paſleth over his 
head, - when night cometh, to call himſelf te 
an account. before he goeth to ſleep, and to 
 ask, Where bave 1 been this day * How have I 
rent my time this day? Have 1 gained any ſpi- 
73tusl good to my ſelf, or done any good to others 
zhis day? Thus doe, and if upon Examina- 


- - wlion, you find that your time has been ſpent 


enprofitably, Oh fall down and mourn in the 
preſence of God, and ſay, Alas O Lord, 1 
have loſt a day ! 1 have rad of a great Ma- 
raliſt, that would doe not much leſs than this 
comes to. How much more ſhould a Chriſti 
41 be careful to ſpend his time well every day ! 


And he Foul SACKATORE o doc good where- 
over 
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Fruitful Ch 1.77 ns glorify God. Yi9 © 


rig 
wherever he cometh. He may doe good in 
whatever place he ſhall be. If he be in Coms: 
pany with others,':he may doe good with 
his Tongue . Some: have ſaid concerning 
Dr. Preſton, that he was the moſb fruitfuk 
Chriſtian / in the. world in that reſpeft: He 
would upon all occaſionz-ſet on foot.: Edifying : 
Diſcourſe, either ' ſomething that ſhould tend 2, 
to promote Knowledge,-or ſhould be:helpfah © 
35 to the practical part: of Chriſtianity..: Or, 
If a-man be alone ;: he may do good. witli his 
head and heart, he may þe contriying - for 
God's glory. He wy be often thinking with 
himſelf, What: ſhalt I doe for:God:?: :Is thera 
nothing. that I may :yet doe for God and © 
His people, more.than I have hitherto done ?, - 
Yea, a Chriſtian ſhould endeavour ſa-to walk; 
as that all'he does .may- be fruit unto God 
Therefore holy. Thoughts of GOD ſhould | 
be ſtil} running in- his mind. I could name 
8 man to. you, that. could ſay, For he: ſpace ' | 
of theſe ten years; i excepting whew. 1 have. 
been aſleep, Thoughts: of - God have nov beew 
out of my heart" a quarter of an hour together, - | 
We ſhould have thoughts of God, in ous 
Eating; Drinking, Buying, Selling, and in 
«that we doe. And explicit  aymings at 
His.Glary , ſhould he in our _hgarts and. 
thowehts very frequently every day. SO wil 
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| "I © Mraiful Chrihien elvifye God. 


| Nall bear mnch iruit.. 

Tor wi fer before. us the moſt boly and 
frumrful Examples for our Imitation.” T ake, my 
brethren, the prophets for an Example Jam. 5. 10: 
Suth as: we read of in the Scripture who were 
Eminent for God, we-ſhould. conſider their 
Example, and endeavour to become like them. 
Or ſuch of the Saints: as we our ſelves have 
Known or heard of: :And hence the reading of 


Ks certainly. 'z good, and profitable thing : I 
may ( by the bleſſing, of God ) be a meanes to 


<auſe us to. become like 'to them in Holineſs 


and Fruitfulneſs. But above all let: us ſet 


Khe Example of JESUS CHRIST. before us, 


gnd *learn'of Him. The beſt of men have 


Topy to write after : Bnt Chriſt did all things 
well, and never did amiſs in any thing. He 
went up and down doing good.” Att, 10. 35 He 
ame nowhere, but : He. did ſome good , 
Þroughit forth ſome fruit there.. We -ſhould 
wemember-that example. 'And if a Chriſti- 
an be exercifed with : any. . Temptation, ſup- 
pole him to be. perſecuted, made the re- 
proach of 'the- world, flandered, and his life 
Joughs afver } tet him think with —_ 

\ > rhe 


all that we. do become fruit, and then we. 


he Lives of holy & eminent ſervants of Chriſt 


Had: their failings, and fo are not a perfe&t_ 


| 


"Proitful Chriſtians rlortfy God: 12r' 


How did Chriſt carry it under ſuch Tempta- 
tions? 'Let' me'demean my ſelf as near as 1 
| can as He did. Or if he be put npon any 
Service, Let him confider , If Chriſt had | 
been called to ſuch a Service, how would He 
have manag'd that work to the glory of the 
Father ? 'And as He was, ſo let me be in this 
world. Every one of us here, calls himſelf 
2 Chriſtian : He that ſaith he abideth i in Him, 

ought himſelf alſo /o to walk, even as He walk! 
ed. So ſhall we bear much fruit, and glorife 
God. Ee | | 
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| [Ip is good for eyery man tq draw near to God, | 


A —— A ———— 


PSAL. LXXIIIL 28. 


=4Here are two great Truths aſſertedi in 
this Pſalm, from both of w hich. theſe, 
4 words are an Inference. 

' 1- -That God is good to his Servants, nots, 4 
withſtanding all the evils which may befal : 
them in the world. ver. 1. Truly God is good. |} 
to Iſrael, even to fl uch as are of a clean beart. "af 


Tho! ſach may meet with many afllictions, yet. + 
God is good, yea and good to ther in all. ble | 
intends them good and not hurt by the Temp» 
tations which they may at any time be exer- 
ciſes \ L WAR, Now if God oy ſo good to Hig 1 

| _ People '4 
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| People, it muſt needs bz good, and the heſf 
X Courſe they can take to draw near to Him. 

3. Another thing aſſerted in this Pſalm is, 
That tho' wicked men who are ftrangers t9 
God may be in preſent proſperity, yet it will 
not be long before they utterly periſh, ver, 27. 
For lo, they that are far from thee ſhall periſh, thou 
| | | heſ deftroyed all them that go a whoring from thee. 
And therefare he concludes that it is good to 


draw near to God. If they periſh that are far 


E the Beſt and ſafeſt courſe is to get and 
Srax: near, Inaſmuch as it cannot be i with 
| thole that are with Him, nor well with thoſe 
"that are without Him, its a Rational and q' 
| beceſfar 7 concluſion that it is good to draw near. 
ay whereas the Pſalmiſt ſayes, It is good for 
. Two Things are implyed, - 
q 48 ; That for his own part he was reſoly'd tg 
þ pets according to what he here makes Pro- 
| Frllion of:  -- 2. That tho the generality of 
 mendid not draw near to God, yet it would 
; be good for them ſa to doe. He does not 
Ivfend that it would be good for himſelf only, 
Tg It 1s wouly true of all other men, and ſo 
© ies ſhould find it, would they be perſmaded 
| £O Make tne Experiment. | 
mL The Doctrine then 1s, 
| That it 3s good for every man to aw wap vg 
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Drawing nigh to God is not not: only in i 


1. When a man may be ſaid to draw near to 


It is faid of the Prodigal, that he was a great 
way off. Luk. 18-20. Sin has made a vaſt A 
and wotul diſtance between the. bleſſed God 1 


| biarts You pubic minded, 'Fhe Apoſtle having | 
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ſelf a good thing, but its good for them that 
fincerely do fo., I 
Here two Things are to be enquired into, 4 


God. 2. How it does aPPET that 1 it is good : 
fo to do- 3 

QUEST. tr. When may a mats be ſaid fo draw 4 
wear to God? 4 

ANSW. 1. Whey he is brought out of 4 «ns 
of Nature into 4 fare of Grace, be is brought near | 
ts God. There | iS a drawing nigh to .God in re- - | 
ſpect of a man's ſtate, as w ell as an actual draw< | 
ing nigh to Him. A Sinner is-in a ſtate of Se- 5 
paration from God. Therefore men in a ſtate' 
of {in are deſcribe&to be afarr off, Eph. 2. 13. © 


and the ſouls of men : -it hath ſet their ſouls 
at an infinite diſtance from Him + But by true 4 
Converſion they are brought near to Him a« 4 

gain. The Prodigal Son, when he came to' © 
himſelf, {aid, I will ariſe. ad go to my father. A 
repenting ſinner goeth to God: Hence Repent= 
ance Is. foretimes call'd a arawing nigh to Him, 

Jam. 4.8. Draw' niob to God, & he will draw mgh 
to on iran Your hands your fomers & purify your 
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- an Humbling of themfelves &c. | 
be Union and Reconciliation before there tan 
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_ we hold Communion ! 


"Eph. .2; 


” Þ ALY Gf WY TOURS TAR 1 
wa 4 JHA "7 - Tabs "9 (CSM 1 


Tt is good for twery mati 
ſhew'd the evil of ſeveral vices, he preſcribesons 


"Nb; 
', _ 


| Catholic Remedy for them all, viz. Repentance, 
” which he calleth a oo nigh to God, a 
T1 


fying the - heart, 
T here muſt 


Cleanſing the hands, a P 


be Communion. Amos. 3. 33. Can two walk 
together except rhey be agreed ? You andl (ſays 
God ) are not agreed, and therefore how can 
A finner 1s an enemy 
to God, but a Converted ſinner is become re- 


Tonciled to Him. Ze 1s made nigh by the bleod 


of Chrift; and ſo hath acceſs unto the Father, 
13. 18, Men by being maae nigh, 
they draw nigh - being by Faith and Repert- 
tance 6r0xght near to. God throngh Jeſus 
Chriſt, they ever after draw neat to Hint. 
This layeth the Foundation of all that Comi- 
munion Which we have with Gol. It necef- 


Aarily implyes Ution and Reconciliation with 


Him. 
2, When- men enter into Covenant with God, 
thcy draw near to Him. 


nant are faid to be withoit God Eph 2.' 12. & 


to be far off Act. 2. 39. So the Lord's Cavenaht 


people arc {aid to be near to Him ſa. 59, 19-1. 


{ # create the frujs of the lips, peace, praseto-hintthat-is 
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Such are faid to jor -\ 
themſelves to the Lord. Jer. 50.5. Tſai. 56.6. 
As they that are wholly {tfangers to the Cove- 
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ar off x to him that is near. That i is, to the Gen- 

f le and to the Jew, Paul hath reſpect to that © 
= Scripture i in 1ſatah, when he fa: JS, Chriſt came & ; 
preached peace to you that were a far off ; h: e. to } 
the Gentiles who were ſtrangers to the covenant: 
and to them that were nigh, 1. e. to the Jews, | 
who wete nigh to God in-xeſpect of the Co- 
venant. Eph. 2. i759. Ons Ris account the 
Children of 1/rac] were nearer to God than 
any other Nation 1n the world. P/at: 148. 14. 

, The Children of Iſrael, a people near #nto Hh. 
| There is an external Covenanting with God, ſuch 


- 


may. be z7eally farr from God, yer they are as to 4 
' their viſible ſtate near to Him. Jer. 12. 2. | 
q Thou art near in their mouth, and far from. 4 
h thor reins., And there is an /[nternal Cove- - 3 
{6 .nanting with God, when men give not their Þ 
-names only, but their bearts to'Gad, devoting; $ 
themſelves entirely to His fear, and renounc- * 
ing all other Lords and Lovers in Compari- -/ 
fon of Him, and for His fake. They draw 
near to God, who' can truly fay as His peq- 
ple do' Ifat. 26. 13. O Lordour God, other lords 
have had dominion over us, but by 7] hes only vil 
we make mention of Thy Name. 
i 73+ Whey men worſhip God, they draw nigh T 
Him: - Thus the Chaldee . Interpreter Para- I 
- phraſeth upon the Text, Jt is good for me to 
|' * comp to the worſhip of hg There i is 2 ſpecial 
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” 726 = 7” obo fire every 147 
| Preſence of God where He is worſhiped ; e- 
 Jpecially in His Pabligne Worſhip. Exod. 20. 
2.4- 1n all places where I record my Name, I will 
come unto thee, When men come'to worſhip, 
they are ſaid to gather round about the holy 
God whom they lerve, Pal. 8g. 7. Gods 
" greatly to be Raed; in the Aſſembly of His ſaints, 
and tobe bad in reverence "of all them that are 
about Him. Hence the Prieſts of-old were 
faid in a peculiar manner to draw nigh unto. 
God, becauſe they were conſtantly employed 
In holy Miniftrations, Exod. 19. 22. --- the 
Prieſts "which. come near to the Lord. Their 
whole employment was a divine Service. Ezck 
4:3 15. They ſhall core near to me, to miniſter 
70 me, and they ſhall tand before me,. to offer un= 
70 me "the fat and the blood, ſaith the Lord God. 
Wy lien men come to .hear the Word, they 
draw near td God - They approach into His 
ow preſence, and muſt therefore attend 
vith all: humility and reverence, becauſe in, 
coming to hear, they preſent themſelves into 
the Preſence of the Infrite MAJESTY. 
-Eccleſ. 5. 1. Keep thy foot, i i. e, Be reverent in 
| thy-behaviour For among the: Eaſtern Na- 
tions, Uncovering the foot did -f gnifie the 
{ime that uncovering the head does with us, 
being a Teſtification of humble and reverend. 
| WT 
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1 6TH come into his or & hy into his I 
ſolemn Preſence. In Prayer alſo, mendraw near to. | 
God.: Heb. 10. 22. Having ſuch an high prieſt, let 


5s. dram, niet With 4 true heart inf full 7 HT ABCE 4 
Toh. Fe Apoſtle $ meaning, is, let vs in fin- 
cerity of heart pray unto God, being ſully af- 
ſured that He will accept of us for the fake af 
Jeſus Chriſt. Prayer is call'd a viſiting of Godz 
Lai. ;26. 16. A knocking at His door, Mat. 
7..7. Knock and it - ſhall 's opened to Ws -By 
Prayer men. knock at heavens door- . Prayeps 
3s nothing elſe but the ſouls Going up tol od. 
Pfal. 25-1. Opto thee,O Lord ao L lift up my 
Toul.. When the Plalmiſt ſayes it-is ggod fog, 
| me. to draw near to God,: Part of his means 2 
Sb is,.it is good forme, that I ſhould hear.tha 

d of God, and that I ſhould Pray;to Hinw-' 

 W hen men. joyn themſelves to the.C hurch. and 
at; People of God, they draw ner 80 | him,; For 


here 1s a ſpecial. Preſence of God in His } 
Church. -, The name of that plage is. Jebouals * 

1ammah, bh. e..The Lord is there,. Ezek: 48. * 
wh... His Church is his Houle. "That. 
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ks a Sandtury, Therefore God dwell thereir 
| Pſal, 26.8. I have loved the habitation of thine 
' bonuſe, and the place where thine hohour dwells. 
2 . 
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His Honour 1. e. GOD' Himſelf, ( Who' is 
expreſited' by the Name of Honour, as alſo by 
the Narhe of Majeſty & of glory) divells in His 
Sanftuary. He is to be ſeen there. P/al. 27. 
+ One thing have I deſired, ( h. e. one thing In 
a more peculiar manner }) that 1 mhy dwelt in the 
touſe of the Lord all the dayes of iy life, 'to-be- 
bold the Beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in 
His boly Temple. So that' the Lord appears 
| #n His Beanty to thoſe- that' are in His 
| Houſe, and- there make enquiry after” him : 
 Pſal. 63: 2. To ſee thy Power and_glouyg 
E- vis 1 bave- ſeen Thee in the © Santtuary . + Fre 
| Trve and pure Church fs SanQtvary, where 
”  "THuch of God 'is to be ſeen. © He walks mn the 
midſt of his Golden Candlefticke.” Rev. 2. 1, 
”, "Thoſe holy Ordinances whereof the Chitrch is 
* The proper ſpbje©t, have mych of God in them. 
> "Hence the Spouſe ſpeakes'as in Cart, 1-4: 
"The King bath brought me'jnto bjs chambers; and 
Chapt 2. Yer. 4. He brought me to the * bans 


| 


| queting houfe,' The holy Ofdinances of God, 


the Banqueting houſe where He does feed 
; nd feaſt the ſouls of his people. ima 
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to pe mag wear th > God: - : "Tg $ 
tat Ordinance of the Lords Supper, which: *' 
15 not regularly Adminiſtred but in a Church) 

Aſembly, Believers draw near to God therein, 
25 Near 2s is poſlible for men to doin this 
world. "There the Lord is wont to ſhew*him- 
ſelf after a gracious manner to the ſouls of his 
people,: who do by Faith attend upon Him. 
When Joſe eph and by Brethren.did eat & drink 
together. in the fame raom, there was an -in- 
timacy ,of Communion. between them,” 1d. 
there is, between Chriſt and Believers in thats 
Ordinance: of ' the Lord's'$: upPer «, Chri&! 
Himſelf is in the ſme Room, Yea, ana at the 
fame Table with . them:,: |: 


\$. When men exerciſe: Grice, then they draw, 


near to God. This is the'.beſt: drawing nigh ta. 


God ; - that: which is maſt acceptable to Him; 
and moſt; profitable to.the ſouls of men. - And} 
it ts peculiar -unto trne Believers. . There is. 
_ a drawing near. to. God externally fo Hypo: 
rites may -draw nigh nnto him. Mar. 5. 

Te hypocrites, wel did 1ſaiah proabeſy of you's 4 
ſaying, This people draweth near to: me with thei” | 
mouth, ; 4nd: bonoureth me with ; their lips, - 'but, 3 
their. heart ix, far from me. . There. is mores ® 
over an Tnternal drawing near to God : whickr 
Hypocrites ate ſtrangers unto, They may have. 
Communiog with dtjcs, but they ws not: 
veal ommunio 9p with 5 a —_ This, 
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2 I95: an. "7 is ihgndfor en every 3 har _ 
F Internal Communion 'with God, conſiſts in 
{- Choſe inward aQings of Grace whereby the 
foul is. carried | ont ; towards God. As now, 
Then the Afﬀe@ions which are as it were the 
the. feet and wings of the ſoul, are earneſtly 


| Carried out. after. God. The ſoul that does 


 Indeed-pant and breathe after Communion 
' with God draweth near to him. ZPſal. 42: 15 
| 2. As the hart-ipanteth after the water brooks's ; 
ſo panteth my ſoul after Thee O God: |My { pul 
zhirſceth for God,-for the living God, when: ſhall'1 
C0776 4nd appear before God *? The: ſout' which 
Loveth and longeth to: be where Got” 38) harh 
| Communion with hims Tſai. ' 26: 9, "With my: 
| foul have 1 defired-thie-in the night, -Jea with ny 


Þ ſerit within, me will '1-ſeek Thee' early. ') Whett 


re. are aftings: of love and Jelicht in God, 
: ſoul drawel.hearto Him - Love i8a/tftfrvel- 
l us uniting .affeivn; 1. Job, q..116% 'He that 
bs ut in love, awelleth in'God; And Goa 'in bim, 
Thovfore the .more a Chriſtiaty doesexerciſe 
Communion with Gott be. $0: when a man - 
does renew and'exerciſe Repentates towards 
God, he drawcth near to him: \Whetefore the 
Pf almiſt ſays; Jhe:Lorg. ” uato them that are 
of 4 hroken bedrt. Bfel. . 34. 1$6 >Methit-con- 

L ſelleth lin, with x: ict, heatt-for it; draw- 
F . <v Le ute SN 990 God { Ge gy” to 


at.grace ofLoye-to:God,: the nearer will his . 


fo draws wear Po God. 


Him. -»Ehe like Is to be aid concerning le” 
Attings of Faith : As the wotkings,of Unbes _ 1 
lief in the heart, are a, ſoul- departure from 
God, Zeph. 3. 2. She truſted not in the Lord, ſhe © 
drew not near to her God, So when the ſoul does 
indeed att faith upon Jeſns Chriſt, when there 
is not only prayer but Faith in prayer, then 
there,is a drawing near to God. 

6. This: drawing near to God, implies conſtan=" 
cy in the way of Obedience. The Hevrew word 
| Kirbath 7] which is here uſed, ſignifyeth to 
cleave unto. Some read the words, 501m eft mihe 
adberere Deo, It is good for me that I ſhonlÞ 
cleave wnto God. This is call'd « walking with God 
'& an abiding with God x. Cor. 7. 24. They that. 
are ' conſtantly careful to walk ſo, as not toe 


| diſpleaſe the Lord, He-delights to meet. them}; 


and to hold Communion with them. Tſai. 645 oY 
. *'$5. Thou meeteſt him that rejoiceth and worketls 
ricbrepnſees And therefore . the Lord: Jeſus 
Chriſt hath ſaid, Jf a. man love Me, he will keep 
my. words, . and My Father will-love him, and, Wo I 
will. come mnto- him, and make Our abode with _ \ 
him. Joh. 142.3. But thus for the 1. Enquiry='. * 7 
We proceed zHyto enquire, How it does appear 


that” it #i 00d for every man to draw near to God 7 A 
ANSW. Several things may be mentione# 3 


which are clear Demonſtrations of the Truth I 


and DoRrine x now before-us. © © 
Dy | | I 3 So» I. To 
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* 1. To. be ſeparated from God, is the greateſ® 
Evil... Therefore t6 draw near to Him, muſt 


needs be good. Its a diſmal thing to be baniſh- 


ed out: of the Lord's preſence. Hof. 9. 12. Wo 
unto them when T depart from them /* A greater 
wo than that there never was, nor can: there 


be. When the Sun withdraweth nothing but 


darkneſs follows. A great Part'of the Puniſh- 
ment of the of the Apoſtate Angels, is in their 


being Eternally ſeparated from the face and 


tavour of that God which made them. Guilty; 
trembling Cain thought his puniſhment into- 
lerable in. this reſpect. - Gen. 4. 13. Cain ſaid 
wito the: Lord, my . puniſhment 1s greater than 1 
can bear.” Why, how fo ? ver. 14. From 1hy 
face I ſhall be hid. Verily, The damned in 
hell have not a greater puniſhment than that 
inficted -on them.” at. 25. 41. 'Depart 


from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire. The firſt 


and ſadeſt word in that dreadful Sentence is, 
DEPART from ME.' ' There is more of 
Terrour in that, than in all the Fire and Brim- 


 RKtone'of hell. In God's - Favour is Life, and 
. His loving kindneſs is better than life : There- 


Tore to be caſt out of his Favour is worſe than 
any Death. And it fo, To have Communion 
with. 7711.15 the greateſt happineſs. ' ' - For, 
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to deaw near ro God. DE 139. , 


been £ eat diſputes among thoſe whon [the” 
world his accounted wiſe men, about the Chief 
Good. Auſtin obſerves that there were nolels . 


than ro hundred eighty eight Opinions amongſt | © | 
the old Philoſophers Bout the Chief Good. 


Bat »e are are ſure, that there is no Chief. 


 Gvod but God only, 'The young Noble-man 
in the Goſpel aid. not know that Chriſt was 


God, and therefore when he called Him good, 
the Lord faid to him, Why callejt thou me good 
there 5s none good but One, that is God. Matth. 

I9. 17. There is no Chief Good bat God. 
He is #nfinirly good : He is an al [ſufficient g ood. 

His Name 1s El-Shaddai: h: e. the God who 
is ſufficiency. He has enongh in Himſelf to 
ſatisfie his own infinite Self : And therefore + 


,more than enough to fatisfie .all creatures, 


whatever the wants, whatever the deſires of 
. of the ſouls of men may be; there's enough 
in God to fatisfic them all. God is a VUniverſaÞ 
Gbod ;, ſa thatit is impoſſible for a man to be . 
miſcrable, if he hath God. This, doubtleſs - 


- was the reaſon why Jacob ſaid, T have all. 


Gen. 33.'9, It is tranſlated, I have enou ugh, 
_ bur that was 10 more than Eſax faid : The 
Hebrew Expreſſion i is, Jeſhl-Col, 'h. e. To me 
there's all, vit. becauſe of his intereſt in God-' 
Though a ſoul ſhould have nothing elſe, If he 
hack. Yods* hs hath «enough, he has «# . Al 

IEF. A&B < _ © _outnard” 


; « wh Fi js * 29d. for evely m man 
| outward loſſes are eaſily made vp in,God.. 
| Hence our Lord ſaid, There is no man that 
hath left houſe, or Brethren, or Siſters, or 
Father or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or 
Lands for My ſake & the Goſpel' s, but he eſo 
_ an hundred fold now in this time, Mar. 
| 10. 'Why ! he ſhall have that Comfort 
| In G0D which all theſe. Creatures could af- 
ford, and « hundred times more, The. Cheif 
-  goodis eminently af good. So that tho a.man 
| Jhould looſe all his worldly poſleſſions, if he 
| has drawn near to God, he may truly ſay, L. 
Kaye loſt nothing - he-may ſtand upon the ru- 
ins of the -whole world, "\ lay 1 have loſt 
- nothing.- And therefore may rejoice..in all at- 
[avg Changes and. Bereavements. Aa.. 3. 
7. 18. - Although the fig tree ſhall not bloſſoms 
abba ſhall fruit be ir "the vine, the, labour of 
the Olive. ſhall fail, -and the field ſhall. yeild no 
. meat, the flock, ſhall be cnt off from the fd and 
"here ſhall be no herd in the ftalls, yet I will re« 
Joice in the Lord, 1 will joy in the God of my 
Salvation. Obſerve how full and particular 
the Prophet's Expreſſions are - | here is the 
Fig tree, and: the Olive tree, and the Yine , 
and the Field, and the Flock, and the herd, 
if one of theſe ſhould fail, relief mg be 
Hoped for from another of them 3 nay, 
Nay hh Gith _ Fong (hey. frould Fr 
"= Bl 
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70 o dre 1 near to to God , I 


fail, though all creatures in the world ſhould. | 
fail, *God will neyer fail, and there's Com-., 


fort enough in that: : happineſs i Is: In LOW From! 
Gy or H1 M.. 

* To 25 near to 70d, is the. way to be de | 
 Hivered fromevil, The NAME. of the LORD4 4 
, Js a ſtrong Tower which the Righteous run, 1 
into and are ſafe. In evil Times God is good | 
ro Tſracl. ' Let what will happen in the world, . 3? 
they that draw near to him are ſafe. - The 
Wiſeman faith, ſurely 7 know that it ſhall g9-: 
trell- with them that fear God. Ectleſ. 8. 12:1 || 
|, Such asare very careful to walk with Goflyt 5 A 

do ſometimes experience wonderful Tempo; {| 
ral Preſervations: As we ſee in Noah, unto, . Re 
'» whom God ſaid; Come thou and all thine bouſe; | 
nt" the Ark, \for thee have 1 ſeen righteous be=; 6 \ 
fore me in this generation. And in the Prophet 'F 
Jeremie., whoſe very life was ſtruck «rt & ſought 
" after, and that by the great Ones of the world, 
but God - hid him: he appeared for God, and. 2 
God appeared for him. ' So He does often for: 
his ſervants that keep in with Him: Heis: 
them a very preſent. Help in the time of 
Tlouble. He fhall hide them in the. ſecret of. 
his Preſence from the pride of men, and keep.. 
| them{ecretly in a Pavillion from the: ſtrife” 
, A Longues: Honerer they. ſhall have LY 
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I ni Preſervations The Lord will deli- 
| ver them frofn every evil work, and will pre- 
| ſerve them td his heavenly Kingdom. And: 


if a Chriſtian be grieved with Inward, per-" 


plexing Thoughts, by drawing near tp God, 


| he may obtain help againit them. ' This was. 
| the caſe of the Pſalmi}t, as the Context ſhews | 


eth* he was almoſt gone: his unbelieving 


| 'thoug hts had like to have been too hard for 


him: Tour he went into the SanCtuary, and there 


3 by drawing nigh to God in prayer, and hears . 


ing of His Word, he got the viftory overt 


| his T emptations, and a further Eſtabliſhment | 


in the wayes'of Gdd. All his Temptations 


" Iflued in this, that he was made rnore ſenſible 
- of his own infirmity, and had a more clear 
Diſcovery of Divine grace. © This did je. 
pet by drawing : Near to GOD. SE 


4. Communion with Goa, is a moſt ſweet and - 
comfortable thing to' a gracious foul. Tndeed Un- 
regenerate men do not think ſo, becauſe they ' 

never had Experience of it, but they that 
know what comunion with God meanes, have 
found 'Sweetneſs and Delight therein which 
cannot be expreſſed. '' Hence David could fay, 
One day in 1hy Courts, # better than a thou- 
{and el ſe-where. Pſal, $4. 10. - Excellent. 
was the APY of a Noble Proteſtant, "_ 
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the Papiſts tempted him with offers of mo-" ? 
ney to forſake the Truth, anÞto turn 'Pa-* 1 
piſt, Let that man's money periſh with him, * 
That does not prize” one hours Communion wth © 
God, above all the gold and filver in' the world? 

Communion with God in hearing his Word 
1s {weet. Hence the Church faith of Chriſt, 
Mis mouth 1s moſt ſweet, Cant; 5. 16. When. 
a Promiſe is ſet home upon the ſoul by, the 
Spirit of God, how ſweet is'it! Or, when' . * 
2 man has been in great doubts and darkneſs 
about his ſpiritual eſtate, or concerning his 
way and Duty, but ſome word of God does - * 
enlighten and dire&t him, ' how | ſweet 1'1t V *; 
what refreſhing does his ſoul within him find ! 
The ftatutes of the 'Lord are right,”' rejoicing 
the heart, ſweeter alſo than the - honey and the * 
honey comb, Pſal. 19. 3, 10. And Communi-* 4 
on with God in Prayer is ſweet; 1ſai.' 56, 7; * 
1 will *make them joyful in my houſe of prayer, | 
Some of God's Children have found that Joy & #® 
Comfort therein, as to make them forget 
their outward Afﬀfiiftions- A” holy man once 1 
having buried a Child who was dear to him, - 

after he had gone and poured out his ſoul be-, | 
fore God: in ſecret , was chearful, an inti- 

mate Friend enquirng the reaſon, he gave 
this Anſwer, 1 conjd be content to bury a child 


pr 


Wy f 45 ; good for every. may 
ever a9 » 07 condition that I might meet"with as 
| much Goa My day as Thave done. this day. 


G. "The ſoul that trimeh near t0 God, £ bet= 
| terd thereby. Many times conſolation follomes 
{ thereon, but if not, that which is better than 
Comfort h. e. * More Holineſs is the fruit, 
of ſincere approaches nnto God. Never any 
+ man did draw nigh to God after a right man- 
| ner. but he. was the more holy for it. | The 
> more Communion 'men _ with GOD, 
the | els Communion they - will -have: with 


ad 


} Sin.. Every Act of real Communion with 


| <God tends to mortification of ſin. This is 
| "one reaſon why the Saints in glory become 
Sogre The Beatifival Viſion makes them 
' that they cannot fin, The more intimacy of: 
Sgmmunion with God any ſoul ſhall attain 
== the more like will ke be'to God. Az 

mongſt men, he that ſhall converſe much with 
A another will be apt to be like to him, and to 
{ drink in ſomething of his ſpirit with whom he 
” holds a free: and familiar Converſation ; So 
they that.converſe much with God, will ſnre- 
iy become more like to him than what” can. 
he ſaid of any other men. When ſes had + 
| hear and intimate Communion with God itt 
{ themougr, Divine Impreſſions were left upon 
| his face: SO 2 are there opon the face of foul 
7; NY ; loul 
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for them to araw near to Him, So that Unis 
yerſal Experience proves the Truth. of my -} 
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FR TD draw near t 0'God ...- 74 "1 
for! which ſhall be much in Communion, with. + 
God. 2. Cor. 3. 18. Beholding as in, 4 glaſs 4 
nt | ” PITi 2» * I oh ”s 4 C5 b. 
the glory of the Lord, we are changed into the - amp | 
emage, from glory to glory, even as by the Sprig 
pf the Lord: ME gr, "oy: 5 £m 
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6. All the Saints of God have foundit 800d Y 


Doctrine - As tis ſaid in Job. To which of the Þ 
Saints wilt thou turn thee ? So I ſay, ask any A 
of them whether it be not ſo, and they will ew | 
try one of them anſwer -and ſay as-the Pſat- b 
mift heroe does, It is good for mee to draw-near 
70. God. Enquire of them, You have been at FE 
the Lord's Table, but did you ever find it 4 
good to be there? they'le ſay, - we have met © 
with God there, and we never met with him," \ 
but we fourid it good for us. Engnix 28210, 6 


- 


# TS G 


W-near 


Have you not found it g00d to draw Near to A 


SHOP np ens ov ” 
at: 


'be like ' dayes of Heaven, How has.the great 


God in the word and prayer ? and they. will & 
give the ſame Anſwer. Some of them have ® 
ſpent. many whole dayes in ſecret prayer:to 'M 
God, and ſome of theſe have they. found.to * 


God condeſcended to reyeal Himſelf to His | 
ſervants after a wonderful manner, when - 3 
eraying near ' to Bi in that Duty!  Itis | 

AIDES related }? 
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; $5 concerning. that eminent. Saint Mr; 
" "Brewer, that not long before his death, he P 
* "had fiich enlargements in his C -loſer-Duty as 
made him wholly regardleſs. of this lower | 
 \vorld. Onte wheh his near Relation told 1 
him ſhe feared he had injured himſelf by his ' | 
| ne lo early, he-replyed, © If you had [ſeen 
«ſuch glorious things as-1 ſaw this morning 
<& in private Praer with God, you would not js 
© have ſaid fo; for they were ſo wonder=« |! 
<« fyl and unſpzakable, that whether I was X 
« 1p the body, or out of the body with Paul Y 
" _Feannot tell. . This indeed was extraordiy - | 
| nary : ' But where is there a godly man, bnt | 
he can, truly ſay, he hath found that of God ' | 
in Secret Pray & which ke To not be with= kl 
out for all this world ? if we could - þ 
| eat. with the Saints in oh ng They -would | 
every one of them fay It 1s good for me to draw 
\ #earto God. As Peicr ſaid when he ſaw Chriſt 
| anfpited on the holy Mount, 7: 5s good for 
-ns'to be here. $0 do the Saints in heaven ſay, 
Here we have our fill of Communion .with 
'God, It is good for us to be berg. This is 
the Heaven of Heaven it felf. A life of uns 
Interropted' Commuinion with God, thats 
Heaven. Phil. 1. 23. Tobe with Chriſt which | 
# far better. There's marvellous Rhetoric in 
that EXPY cilion : |, f6Ulo mallon kreiffon ] ts | 
mach ; 
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learning (fy Truth Fo'E! Eternity. 4 Fs 


our Communion : with God in this World is-. 


Reading, of in Tome other Ordinatice, bur af. 


in ME end, but only that. & they might 
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puuch » more better + The &p tle SY} - 
arative upon' Coane which Neth hiek 7 
er than the ſuperlative degree.” Nothing' 3. 7 
better, nothing is ſo good as to live-a life of | 
everlaſting ' Cortimunion with-.God and-with - 
Feſus Chrift/ -Onewell faith, That'T he Saints - 
in plory are -alwayes experiewings and ye m_ 


USE. I ik matter of FRE Lad. A 
exrution;' that there are ſo few who draw nears - © 
God, Alas, - how many are thefe that wu / 
tent themſelves to*five in a ſtate: of eſtrange> - '} 
nent from God ! - "They ae Miens to the---% 
Life of God, yea to a life of Communion / 
wirh' Him. The natural -man knowetk not |: 
what It is to have Communion with God - All 


in ſome Ordinance or other, either Prove] *q 
or Meditation; 'of Hearing the Word, "68: E 
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not theſe negletted? ' Churth-Fellowſhip a 1 
the Lord's Copper: are Divine inſtitutions * ©; | 
It is lamentable-toconfider that ſo maiy-of the © Ds 
riſing Generation, do neither prize nor prepare: *, Y 
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themſetvs for fact? enjoyments; they fin grieve.” ; 


ouſly againſt the hope of their Fathers. For | 
onr ' Fathers came' into this Wilderneſs for 
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F Yaild 2 LE ke for the Name.of cel. and 
; enjoy Communion with Him . therein. Now 
' oa: their Children after them ſhould ſo ma+ 
px. of them. be.;careleſs about things of- this 
* Nature, is. a;/Lamentation. and ſhall be. for 8 
| + Lamentation:.. And are there ;not more than 
1 _ a few, that live } inthe neglect of pizyer ? Ah 

| ungodly ſouls! _ The Scripture ſaith, : every 
ene, that is godly. ſhall pray... P{al. 32. 6.. He then 
Þ that eth, mthogt PraJecs: has no godlineſs, 
. _ Are-- there: not t 1am 


Rz 


= 4 + 


WÞ Fertly, L1cannot \" ra tucka man can-h re 
| the true fear of. God in; hysheart;: that; dogs 
in his ordig; ry. Courſe hve: a whole day. 
together - without ſecret Communion. 1 with = 
GOds : Py 
wu 88, Py For Exbortatiop = "> 
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ko mer. yea, let every man ,| fe 
' {elf «5 fo draw near to God. | 4 
---2nt Times 'call-for this: It's a dark and | Þ 
; clondy day : Without donbt there is a gra= } 
'tious ay oj Mercy & Salvation to the Churche ? 
of God neay At hand.. It may fron Scripture : 
and E: ory be Leonidriget: that the. 7 welve 
\-ndred a:id ſixty years allowed 'for ,the Bcaff's L 
-tinna"e is alrhoſt expired. : - Biit, alittle | q 
het re break of day. how dark is it like to be'£./ 
LE vo  xchild, 1 is not afraid thovgh t: be if the 
, F hjsF :her has tim by che ban, Now 
"Mn e nee + © be on and 92, 259 ::gs, is | 

we, 43 mar 10 COD I. Eos A great. þ 
Celt: 3n, What ſhall 1 ve << ths we may be dC" y 
courird worthy to eſcape thoſe things that are com þ 
ming. on the world ? The beit Anſwer which E -; "1 
caf\ think of is this, - Let us draw near to Got 
and one another is the. Zord:; - And then Go # 
will either keep. the ſtorm from coming ! to, us! 44 
or if it do.come, it will but blow us the ſooner” ©. 


to Heaven. ap. 
WS for Ditettion, EE 
| 1: Take bird of /*. A great Sini is Tikes 5 
violent blaſt which bloweth theſoul far oe } 
pod fudcenly. Sin and guilt upon the Conſci= 4 
Ence makes a man affraid to look-God* in the- © 
face. When Adam had ſinned he endegyour=. '; 
< to run ayay fzom God, and io F c bits 2 
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